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GRAVEL  PIT  PROPOSED  FOR  POLIKOFF  RD.  DRAWS  COMMUNITY  PROTEST 

Robert  and  Rose  Cronk  filed  an  applica- 
tion last  month  to  mine  sand  and  gravel 
on  their  24-acre  property  at  348  PolikofF 
Rd.  in  a  densely  populated  section  of 
Ashley  Falls.  Material  from  the  mine 
would  be  trucked  to  the  Century  Acqui- 
sitions concrete  plant  in  Canaan,  CT. 

That  news  mobilized  the  neighbor- 
hood and  other  town  residents  con- 
cerned about  neighborhood  preserva- 
tion. Some  80  residents,  many  with  their 
children,  attended  the  first  public  hear- 
ing on  the  application  on  Oct.  6  at  Town 
Hall.  Under  Sheffield's  town  bylaws, 
excavation  permits  may  be  granted  if  a 
majority  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen  vote 
in  favor.  The  Board  must  make  a  deci- 
sion within  90  days  of  the  application, 
which  would  be  Nov.  23  in  this  case. 

The  first  hearing 

Janet  Stanton,  Chair  of  the  Board 
of  Selectmen,  presided  over  the  Oct.  6 
hearing.  The  Cronks  were  represented 
by  attorney  Kathleen  McCormick  of 
Great  Barrington  and  engineer  Marshall 
White  of  White  Engineering  in  Pitts- 
field.  Also  appearing  on  behalf  of  the 
mine  was  Greg  Marlowe,  general  man- 
ager of  the  Century  Acquisitions  plant. 

The  application  calls  for  16  acres 
of  the  parcel  to  be  stripped  of  vegeta- 
tion and  excavated,  4  acres  at  a  time. 
The  remainder  of  the  property  would 
be  left  in  its  current  partly  wooded 
state  as  a  buffer  around  the  perimeter. 
The  application  requests  that  the  mine 
be  allowed  to  operate  six  days  a  week, 
from  7am  to  5pm. 

McCormick  said  that  no  crush- 
ing, washing  or  other  processing  of 
the  mined  sand  and  gravel  would  take 
place  on  the  site  and  that  the  opera- 
tion would  be  in  compliance  with  legal 
requirements.  She  went  on  to  say  that 
the  project  would  not  be  detrimental 
to  the  neighborhood,  would  not  have  a 
negative  effect  on  the  environment  or 
the  neighborhood's  water  resources  and 
would  benefit  the  town  by  increasing  the 
local  supply  of  gravel  and  sand. 


The  site  of  the  proposed  sand  and  gravel  mine  is  outlined  in  black.  Polikojf  Rd.  is  on  the 
right  of  the  site,  runningfrom  the  top  to  the  bottom  of  the  photo.  Access  to  the  mining 
area  would  be  through  the  cleared  strip  connecting  the  mine  to  Polikojf.   The  intersection  of 
Polikojf  and  Clayton  Roads  is  at  the  bottom  right. 

White  mentioned  that  a  similar 
gravel  removal  project  was  operating 
"not  far  away"  and  that  he  knew  of  no 
complaints.  Marlowe  said  in  response  to 
a  question  about  traffic  congestion  that 
PolikofF  Rd.  was  already  heavily  traveled 
by  commercial  vehicles  and" I  would 
expect  this  [project]  would  have  a  pretty 
minimal  impact." 

After  the  hearing,  several  neighbors 
told  the  Sheffield  Times  that  there  is  gen- 
erally little  truck  traffic  on  PolikofF  Rd. 
except  in  special  circumstances — during 
the  corn  harvest,  for  example. 

Stanton  and  fellow  Selectmen  Julie 
Hannum  and  David  Macy  directed  a 
number  of  questions  to  McCormick, 
White  and  Marlowe.  The  hearing  was 
then  opened  for  questions  and  com- 
ments by  the  public. 

None  of  the  audience  members 
spoke  in  favor  of  the  proposal.  They 
voiced  concerns  ranging  from  adverse 
effects  on  an  affordable,  family- oriented 
neighborhood  and  potential  lower  prop- 
erty values  to  excessive  noise,  dangerous 
truck  traffic  and  possible  damage  to 
wells  and  the  environment. 

Continued  on  paee  3 


In  This  Issue 

Community 

Holiday  Festivities 

4 

Holiday  Workshops  at  Wards 

5 

Remembering  the  Troops 

6 

Sheffield  Milestones 

8 

School  News 

9 

Furnace  Alternatives 

10 

Church  News 

II 

Wellness  Program 

12 

Playgroup  Offered 

12 

Adult  Learning 

12 

Library  News 

13 

Village  Green 

Board  of  Selectmen  Minutes 

14 

Town  Clerk 

16 

Ashley  Falls  VIS 

16 

Senior  Center 

17 

Fire  Department 

17 

Building  Inspector 

17 

Organizations  &  Business 

Historical  Society 

18 

4H  News 

19 

Land  Trust 

19 

Sheffield  Pottery 

20 

Sheffield  in  Celebration  Photos 

21 

Kiwanis  News 

24 

Bartholomew's  Cobble 

25 

Indoor  Market 

25 

Real  Estate  Transfers 

26 

Calendar  Page 

27 

HOW  TO  SUPPORT  THE  SHEFFIELD  TIMES 
YOUR  COMMUNITY  NEWSLETTER 

Submit  articles,  news  items,  photos  or  illustrations 

Have  an  idea  for  a  story?  Taken  a  great  picture  of  an  interesting  Sheffield  scene?  Have  a  new  business 
venture?  Let  us  know!  Send  suggestions  and  submissions  to  the  P.O.  box  or  e-mail  address  below.  News 
briefs  can  be  one  or  two  sentences,  short  articles  between  1 50  and  450  words.  For  feature  stories,  please 
run  suggestions  by  the  editors  first. 

Tell  us  about  your  events 

Calendar  items  should  be  directed  to  the  attention  of  the  Calendar  Editor  and  include  a  contact  name 
and  number  in  case  there  are  questions. 

Advertise 

We  accept  ads  for  services  and  products  connected  with  Sheffield.  Eighth-pages  to  half-pages  available.  Ad 
policy  is  in  box  below.  Contact  Tara  White  at  229-7754  or  sheffieldtimes@hotmail.com  for  rates  or  more 
information. 

Support  our  advertisers 

Most  of  our  advertisers  are  local. Tell  them  you  read  about  them  here. 

The  Sheffield  Times  is  provided  free  at  distribution  sites  throughout  Sheffield.  It's  only  partly  supported  by 
advertising.  When  you  make  a  donation,  you  help  make  future  issues  possible  and  you  get  the  Sheffield  Times  in 
the  mail.  See  the  form  page  23. 
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Advertise  in  a  hometown  paper! 

The  Sheffield  Times  accepts  advertisements... 
From  Sheffield  businesses  and  residents 
From  businesses  and  services  outside  of  Sheffield  that  benefit 
Sheffield  residents 
No  editorial  or  political  advertisements 

Contact  Tara  White  at  229-7754  or 
sheffieldtimes@hotmail.com  for  rates  and  more  information. 


THANK YOU 


The  Sheffield  Times  relies  on  generous  contribution  from  the  community 

in  addition  to  advertising  to  keep  this  free  newsletter  going.    Donations 

are  tax-deductible.  See  the  coupon  on  page  27. 

The  Sheffield  Times  extends  its  thanks  to  the  following  recent  supporters 
(if  we  missed  anyone  in  this  issue  we'll  get  you  in  the  next!)  : 


Joan  Brooks 

Anthony  &  Marjorie  Consolini 

Betsy  &  Michael  Ebenstein 


Richard  &  Laraine  Novak 
Barbara  &  James  Shiminski 
Tony  &  Carolyn  Ullrich 
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Planning  concerns 

Dennis  Sears  read  a  letter  from  his 
wife,  Rene  Wood,  chair  of  Sheffield's 
Planning  Board,  who  was  away  and  could 
not  attend  the  meeting.  The  letter  urged 
the  Selectmen  to  deny  the  application 
because  it  asks  the  Board  of  Selectmen 
"to  grant  a  use  request  of  one  property 
owner  ahead  of  and  at  the  direct  expense 
of  the  rights  of  a  larger  number  of  other 
property  owners." 

Wood  noted  that  Polikoff  Rd.  and 
the  surrounding  roads  are  among  "the 
most  densely  populated  residential 
areas"  in  Sheffield  and  Ashley  Falls,  with 
"a  solid  reputation  of  being  affordable." 
Buildable  space  like  this  is  scarce  and  an 
important  resource,  given  that  affordable 
housing  is  in  short  supply  in  town. "To 
limit  the  potential  of  this  neighborhood 
by  this  proposed  gravel  operation  is  not 
in  Ashley  Falls'  and  Sheffield's  long-term 
interest,"  she  said  in  the  letter. 

Neighborhood  concerns 

Judy  Webb  and  Kenneth  Dempsey, 
both  of  whom  live  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
site,  spoke  on  behalf  of  a  large  number  of 
their  neighbors. 

Webb  pointed  out  that  the  truck 
traffic  estimated  for  the  mine  would  be 
up  to  four  trucks  per  hour  of  operation, 
or  80  truck  trips  a  day,  on  Polikoff  Rd., 
a  straight,  relatively  narrow,  unpaved 
street  without  a  sidewalk.  Polikoff  Rd.  is 
used  by  many  pedestrians,  bicyclists  and 
the  large  number  of  children  who  live 
in  the  neighborhood.  Four  school  bus 
routes  pass  the  intersection  of  Polikoff 
and  Clayton  roads,  which  is  used  as  a 
transfer  point  for  school  kids.  In  addition, 
three  day  care  centers  are  located  in  the 
neighborhood,  one  just  across  from  the 
entrance  to  the  project  site. 

Webb  said  that  residents  are  wor- 
ried about  noise  generated  at  the  site, 
particularly  by  stump  grinders  that  would 
be  used  to  clear  the  land.  Other  concerns 
include  dust  invading  their  property  and 
homes,  possible  fuel  spills  and  the  risk  of 
contamination  of  the  water  supply. 

Dempsey  displayed  maps  prepared 
as  part  of  the  town's  Master  Plan  show- 
ing that  the  project  site  is  in  the  most 
densely  populated  area  of  town  other 
than  the  two  town  centers  of  Ashley 
Falls  and  Sheffield.  He  expressed  concern 


THE  POLIKOFF  RD.  GRAVEL  PIT:WHATS  KNOWN  SO  FAR 


Here's  what's  known  about  the  gravel  pit  application  itself,  from  the  application, 
statements  made  by  the  applicants'  and  Century  Acquisitions'  representatives  at 
the  hearing,  discussions  at  the  site  visit  and  answers  to  comments  and  questions 
by  the  Selectmen,  their  consultant  and  the  audience: 

•The  project  would  be  managed  by  Century  Acquisitions,  Inc.,  of  Canaan,  CT, 
which  operates  a  concrete  plant  on  Clayton  Rd.  just  south  of  the  state  line. 

*  Excavation  would  include  clearing  1 6  acres  of  the  site,  leaving  a  buffer  zone  of 
vegetation  around  the  perimeter,  including  use  of  a  stump  grinder. 

*  Sand  and  gravel  would  be  removed  to  a  depth  not  deeper  than  four  feet  above 
the  annual  seasonal  high  water  level,  as  established  from  test  pits  or  soil  borings. 
The  average  excavation  depth  would  be  about  6  feet,  with  a  maximum  depth  of  1 0 
feetThe  mine  could  take  five  or  six  years  to  deplete. 

•The  sand  and  gravel  would  be  transported  by  large  trucks  ranging  from  tri-axle 
dumptrucks  to  18-wheelers  south  on  Polikoff  Rd.,  straight  through  the  intersec- 
tion with  Clayton  Rd.  and  on  to  Connecticut  and  Century  Acquisitions'  plant. 
While  the  likely  traffic  would  be  two  trucks  per  hour  during  operating  hours — 
7am  to  5pm  Monday  through  Friday  and  possibly  Saturday — it  could  be  as  many  as 
four  trucks  per  hour. 

*  A  double-wall  fuel  tank  would  be  installed  to  hold  the  fuel  used  to  power  the 
on-site  machinery  and  equipment,  including  earth-moving  equipment  and  the 
stump  grinder. The  tank  would  be  refilled  about  once  a  week. 

•At  the  end  of  the  project,  the  permittees  would  be  required  to  remediate  or 
restore  the  site.The  water  table  in  the  restored  area  would  likely  be  much  closer 
to  the  surface  than  currently  exists,  since  the  excavation  would  have  taken  away 
an  average  of  six  feet  of  material  and  the  permittees  might  be  required  to  restore 
topsoil  only  to  a  depth  of  four  inches  on  top  of  four  inches  of  woodchips.That 
may  make  the  site  unusable  for  building  lots,  since  the  water  table  may  be  too  high 
to  accommodate  septic  systems. 


about  silicosis,  a  disease  attributable  to 
breathing  in  crystalline  silica,  found  in 
stone  dust.  He  and  other  residents  were 
troubled  that  the  disease  can  be  con- 
tracted not  only  by  inhaling  the  dust  but 
also  drinking  dust-contaminated  water. 
According  to  several  residents  of  the  area, 
many  homes  in  the  area  have  shallow 
wells,  which  are  easily  contaminated.  He 
questioned  the  accuracy  and  adequacy 
of  the  water  testing  that  has  been  done 
around  the  site  and  wondered  about  the 
monitoring  of  the  excavation  and  restora- 
tion work. 

Dempsey  also  asked  about  the 
legality  of  the  permit  application,  the 
tax  status  of  the  property,  the  proposed 
methods  of  dust  control  and  how  the 
excavation  and  restoration  work  would 
be  monitored.  He  asked  whether  a  traffic 
study  had  been  done  and  wondered  how 
much  needed  road  repairs  and  traffic 
enforcement  would  cost  and  who  would 
pay  for  them, 

Other  residents  spoke  from  the  floor, 
with  questions  about  how  residents  can 
be  assured  that  Century  Acquisitions  will 
fulfill  its  obligations  with  respect  to  the 


project.  Several  residents  noted  that  there 
are  a  number  of  exhausted  and  aban- 
doned former  gravel  mines  in  the  same 
part  of  Ashley  Falls,  some  of  which  were 
described  as  virtually  useless  waterlogged 
"moonscapes." 

Next  steps  outlined 

By  Nov.  23,  the  Board  can  take  one 
of  three  actions.  It  can  issue  the  permit 
as  requested.  It  can  issue  the  permit  but 
subject  to  conditions.  Or  it  can  deny  the 
permit.  Stanton  said  that  residents  could 
submit  written  comments  before  Octo- 
ber 14.  She  also  indicated  that  the  board 
would  make  a  site  visit  before  making  its 
decision. 

A  question  was  asked  about  how 
residents  would  be  notified  of  further  dis- 
cussion of  the  application.  Normally,  no 
advance  notice  of  the  agenda  for  regular 
Selectmen's  meetings — held  at  7pm  on 
the  first,  third  and  fourth  Mondays  of 
the  month — is  given  to  the  public.  The 
Selectmen  said  that  they  would  notify 
Webb  and  Dempsey  ahead  of  meetings  at 
which  the  application  is  an  agenda  item, 

Continued  on  page  7 


Community  News 


HOLIDAY  FESTIVITIES  IN  SHEFFIELD 

Tree  lighting  in  Ashley  Falls 

Ashley  Falls  lights  its  tree  on  Sat.  Dec.  3,  at  4pm,  and  all  are 
invited  to  participate  and  even  flip  the  switch  that  turns  on 
the  tree.  Each  $5  donation  to  the  Tree  Fund  buys  one  ticket 
worth  one  chance  to  turn  on  the  tree.  The  winning  ticket 
will  be  drawn  by  a  blindfolded  dignitary  at  the  event,  same 
as  last  year. 

Last  year's  winner  and  reigning  switch  flipper,  Ruby 
Citron,  10  months,  of  Ashley  Falls,  is  now  almost  old  enough 
to  explain  the  thrill  of  being  the  Ashley  Falls  Tree  Illuminat- 
ing Official.  Ruby  said  in  a  recent  play-group  interview,  "Come 
Dec.  3  at  4pm,  ride  the  haywagon,  drink  the  hot  cocoa,  mer- 
rily carol  along,  eat  up  the  goodies  and  buy  lots  of  $5  tickets 
to  be  the  lucky  winner  to  flip  the  switch  and  turn  on  the  tree. 
Join  in  the  spirit  of  the  holidays  with  friends  and  neighbors 
and  together,  on  the  green,  at  the  center  of  our  little  village, 
behold  the  warm  glow  of  our  big  beautiful  tree." 

Tree  lighting  in  Sheffield  Center 

Sheffield's  annual  tree  lighting  will  be  held  on  Sun.,  Dec.  4, 
at  6:30pm.  Following  the  lighting  on  the  Village  Green,  all 
are  invited  into  Old  Parish  Church  for  a  program  of  stories, 
carols  and  music  featuring  the  Mt.  Everett  High  School  Band. 
Refreshments  will  be  served. 

Festival  of  Trees  at  Stone  Store 

The  Sheffield  Historical  Society  will  hold  its  seventh  annual 
Festival  of  Trees  at  the  Stone  Store  on  the  Green  in  Sheffield 
for  the  four  weekends  of  November  (Saturday  hours  are  10-3; 
Sunday  hours  11-3).  Opening  weekend  will  include  a  first 
viewing  of  the  trees  and  a  sampling  of  the  cookies. 

Seven  new  designers  have  crafted  miniature  trees,  a 
perfect  gift  for  a  shut-in  or  someone  in  a  small  apartment. 
As  always,  fresh  green  wreaths  will  be  decorated  to  order  for 
delivery  at  the  beginning  of  December.  Last  year's  origami 
light  strings  and  ornaments  made  by  Society  members  will  be 
available  while  they  last.  Gift  packages  of  holiday  cookies  and 
candies  may  be  ordered  or  purchased  throughout  the  Festival. 

Raffles  will  be  held  for  several  items,  including  another 
handsome  holiday  lap  quilt  created  by  Society  member 
Doreen  Atwood.  The  shop  is  repeating  its  highly  successful 
upstairs'  holiday  tag  sale. 

In  response  to  requests,  this  year's  hand-painted  orna- 
ment of  a  Sheffield  landmark  portrays  Center  School.  A 
limited  number  of  past  years'  ornaments  will  also  be  for  sale. 
These  beautiful  glass  balls,  hand-painted  in  Austria,  have 
become  highly  prized  by  local  collectors.  To  make  sure  you 
get  one,  send  payment  of  $21  (includes  tax)  to  the  Sheffield 
Historical  Society,  Box  747,  Sheffield,  MA  01257.  Ornaments 
may  be  picked  up  during  the  Festival  of  Trees'  open  hours. 

The  gift  shop  has  expanded  its  offerings  this  year.  In  ad- 
dition to  quilts,  painted  floorcloths,  baskets,  Shaker  boxes, 
handbags  and  jewelry  by  local  artisans,  holiday  offerings  in- 
clude "Made  in  the  USA"  woven  tablecloths,  hand-crafted 


brooms,  framed  silhouettes  and  painted  redware  ornaments. 
For  more  information,  call  the  Sheffield  Historical  Soci- 
ety at  229-2694  Thursday  to  Saturday. 


2004  Sheffield  community  tree  lighting  outside  Old  Parish  Church 


Holiday  Open  House 

at 

The  Xnchanted fCorist 

Saturday  Nov.  19th  10-5,  Sunday  Nov.  20th,  11-4 

Scented  Cinnamon  Bundles 

Handcrafted  Bird's  Nests  Adorned  with  Berries 

and  Dried  Flowers 

Pinecone  Birdfeeders 

Fresh  and  Dried  Holiday  Arrangements  and 

Wreaths 

Fragrant  Pepperberry  and  Eucalyptus  Swags 

Large  Selection  of  Fresh  and  Dried  Flowers 

Rose  Pomanders 

Cornucopias 

Holiday  Potpourri 

Swags  and  Wall  Pockets 

Rustic  Pieces  by  Tamarack  Garlow 

Sign  up  for  our  Holiday  Wreath-Making  Workshop 

Special  Orders  taken  for  Holiday 
Centerpieces  8t  Arrangements 

935  Ashley  Falls  Rd.  (Rt  7A) 

Ashley  Falls,  AAA,  413-229-8430 

(In  the  New  Barn  Studio  at  the  Back  of  the  Driveway!) 

Visit  our  Website:  enchanted-florist.com 

Look  for  the  Balloons  and  Holiday  Flag 
Complimentary  Hot  Cider  &  Homemade  Cookies 

Jude  Kent  ft  Barbara  Morgan 


HOLIDAY  WORKSHOPS  &  EVENTS  AT  WARDS 


Ward's  Nursery  &  Garden  Center  is  offering  workshops 
on  how  to  use  the  ribbons,  ornaments  and  natural  materi- 
als it  sells  to  make  gifts,  centerpieces,  outdoor  or  tabletop 
focal  points  that  will  add  a  touch  of  home-made,  Berkshire- 
country  style  to  the  holidays.  Workshops  are  scheduled  on 
Saturdays  or  Sundays  from  Nov.  5  to  Dec.  18.  Workshop 
space  is  limited  to  15,  so  please  pre-register  and  pre-pay  for 
workshops  by  calling  413-528-0166. 

Ward's  also  will  be  providing  things  for  kids  to  do.  Fri., 
Nov.  4  through  Dec.  28,  llamas,  goats,  ducks,  geese,  turkeys 
or  sheep — gentle  animals  suitable  for  feeding — are  ready 
to  greet  patrons,  young  and  old.  From  Fri.,  Nov.  4  through 
Dec.  28,  Children  and  adults  can  walk  through  "Windows 
to  the  North  Pole"  and  peek  at  what  busy  animated  charac- 
ters of  Santa  and  the  reindeer  are  doing  at  the  North  Pole. 
On  the  days  after  Thanksgiving — Fri.,  Sat.  and  Sun.  Nov. 
25-27 — and  weekends  through  Dec.  18,  Santa  Claus  visits 
fromllam  to  3pm.  Children  may  come  share  their  wish 
lists  with  Santa  or  just  have  a  quiet  visit. 

A  special  workshop  for  children  on  Sat.,  Dec.  10,  at 
9am  and  10:30am,  introduces  little  hands  (ages  4  and  up) 
to  the  living  gift  of  plants.  Special  pots  ready  for  decorating 
with  painted  handprints  and  glitter  glue  pens  will  be  filled 
with  a  choice  of  living  foliage.  Each  child  must  be  accompa- 
nied by  an  adult  assistant.  It  may  get  messy!  Please  allow  an 
hour  for  the  craft  to  dry  adequately  for  travel.  With  Sherry 
Macdonald.  $5  per  child  fee  for  materials.  Limit  15  children 
for  each  session. 

Workshops  for  adults  include: 

Forcing  Bulbs.  Sat.,  Nov.  5,  10am.  Learn  how  bulbs 
purchased  now  can  be  potted  and  forced  into  bloom  for 
early  spring  indoor  flowers,  with  handouts  on  chilling 
period,  planting  media,  best  bulbs,  etc.  Attendees  go  home 
with  a  bowl  of  paperwhites  ready  to  sprout.  With  Sherry 
Macdonald.  $6  fee  for  materials. 

Wreathmaking,  Sun.,  Nov.  13,  1pm.  Work  with  an 
expert  to  create  your  own  simple  wreath  with  a  single  or  va- 


riety of  greenery,  and  then  browse  the  store  for  your  choice 
of  unique  decorations  that  suit  your  style.  Bring  your  own 
gloves,  pruners  and  scissors.  With  Amy  Olmsted.  $10  fee 
for  materials  includes  wreath  frame,  wire  and  greenery.  Bow 
or  other  decorations  are  extra. 

Thanksgiving  Centerpiece.  Sat.,  Nov.  19,  10am.  Try  this 
natural  harvest  centerpiece  starting  with  a  sugar  pumpkin 
container.  Bring  your  own  gloves,  pruners  and  scissors.With 
Sherry  Macdonald.  $12  fee  for  materials  includes  container, 
greenery,  dried  material,  bow,  and  candle. 

Holiday  Boxwood  Tree.  Sun.,  Dec.  4,  1pm.  Here's  a 
chance  to  create  a  beautiful,  fresh  "tree"  for  the  tabletop. 
Bring  your  own  gloves,  pruners  and  scissors.  With  Amy 
Olmsted.  $18  fee  for  materials  includes  greenery,  container, 
and  simple  bow  decorations. 

Candle  Centerpiece.  Sun.,  Dec.  18,  1pm.  Make  some- 
thing different  for  the  holiday  table  with  fresh  greens, 
mini  pinecones  and  berries.  Bring  your  own  gloves,  prun- 
ers and  scissors.  With  Amy  Olmsted.  $10  fee  for  materi- 
als fee  includes  dish,  greens,  decorative  cones  &  berries, 
candle  and  bow. 

Workshops  fees  are  for  the  cost  of  materials  only.  No  ad- 
ditional purchase  is  required.  Ward's  is  located  at  600  S.  Main 
Street,  Great  Barrington.  Regular  business  hours  are  8am  to 
5:30pm,  7  days  a  week,  only  closed  for  Thanksgiving,  Christ- 
mas and  New  Year's  Day.  For  more  information,  call  528-0166 
or  visit  the  website  at  www.wardsnursery.com. 
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Sheffield  Historical  Society 

7th  Annual  Festival  of  Trees 

Tiny  Trees  for  Tiny  Spaces 

The  Stone  Store 
Sheffield  Town  Green 

Weekends  in  November 

Nov.  5-6, 12-13, 19-20,  26-27 

Saturday  10-3  —  Sunday  11-3 

Free  Admission 

Wreaths,  Ornaments,  Jewelry, 

Holiday  cookies  8c  candies, 

Menorahs,  Holiday  Raffles,  Upstairs  Tag  Sale 

New  holiday  gifts  in  the  Stone  Store 

Nov.  5  &  6  —  Festival  Opening  —  1st  viewing 
of  the  trees  &  sampling  of  the  cookies 

For  more  details,  call  413-229-2694 


Christ  Church 

Canaan 


Christmas  Bazaar 

Friday,  December  2  &  Saturday, 

December  3,  2005 

10  a.m.  -  4  p.m.  in  the  Parish  House 

Come  do  your  Christmas  shopping  for  the  entire 
family  from  a  selection  of  new  gift  items. 

Sleigh  Full  of  Toys  Children's  Shop 

Books,  CDs,  toys,  gift  baskets,  and  a  variety  of 
other  entertaining  gifts  for  children  of  all  ages. 

St.  Nicholas'  Gift  Emporium 

Assorted  gift  baskets  for  adults,  table  center- 
pieces, holiday  candles,  giftwrap,  and  many  other 
wonderful  gift  items  for  men  and  women. 

Sugar  Plums  Bake  Shop 

Homemade  pies,  cakes,  cookies,  jams,  bread, 
and  candy. 

Silent  Auction 

Old  and  new  gift  items  and  services. 

Fresh  Wreaths 

Fresh  green  wreaths  professionally  decorated. 


Community  News 


REMEMBERING  THE  TROOPS  AT  THE  HOLIDAYS 


For  almost  a  year  I  have  been  sending  boxes  of  much- 
needed  items  to  our  troops  in  Iraq  and  Afghanistan.  I  was 
inspired  by  a  website  started  in  2004  by  an  Army  infantry 
soldier  in  Iraq  who  agreed  to  distribute  packages  that  were 
addressed  to  him'Attn:  AnySoldier"  to  the  soldiers  in  his 
own  unit  who  were  not  getting  mail.  He  is  no  longer  in  Iraq, 
but  anysoldier.com  continues  that  work.  The  website  acts  as 
a  clearing  house  through  which  people  in  any  branch  of  the 
military  who  are  in  harm's  way  can  send  their  requests  and 
concerned  citizens  fill  those  needs. 

You  would  be  amazed  at  the  requests.  They  range  from 
socks  and  batteries  to  small  packs  of  Kleenex  and  soft  toilet 
tissue,  cocoa  and  canned  fruit.  Some  of  the  soldiers  are  not 
near  a  PX/BX  (military  store).  Some  have  no  family  to 
send  them  things.  Just  to  receive  a  letter  goes  over  "huge," 
knowing  they  are  thought  about  and  supported  back  home. 

With  the  holidays  coming  up,  phone  cards  would  be 
a  big  gift  so  that  the  soldiers  can  speak  to  their  families. 
The  post  office  sells  cards  that  work  in  Iraq.  (Not  all 
phone  cards  can  be  used  internationally.)  With  winter 
coming  on,  warm  socks,  blankets,  and  other  warm  items 
would  also  be  great. 

The  soldiers  request  these  things  not  only  for  them- 
selves but  also  for  the  Iraqi  people.  A  frequent  request  is 
shoes  for  the  children  that  they  see  regularly  at  clinics  and 
in  the  villages. 

I  received  a  letter  from  a  medic  thanking  me  for  some 
small  stuffed  animals  that  my  daughter  Rebecca  had  been 
collecting.  The  soldiers  handed  them  out  to  Iraqi  children. 
"Soft  and  cuddly  things  are  few  and  far  between  in  the 
world  we  live  in,"  the  medic  said.  He  had  given  one  of  the 
Beanie  Babies  to  a  wounded  18-year-old  soldier  who  had 
just  been  brought  in  from  the  front  line  and  was  headed  for 
surgery.  The  injured  soldier  never  let  that  stuffed  animal 
out  of  his  sight;  it  was  such  a  comfort  to  him.  It  was  so 
overwhelming  to  receive  this  letter.  They  are  grateful  for 
anything  from  home.  When  they  receive  mail  it  is  like 


105  Main  Street,  Sheffield,  MA  (413)  229-5491 

IT'S  A  STORE,  IT'S  A  GALLERY,  IT'S  A  WAY  TO 
SUPPORT  LOCAL  ART,  MUSIC,  CRAFTS  ALL  UN- 
DER ONE  ROOF. 


COME  SEE  WHAT  YOUR  NEIGHBORS  ARE  UP  TO! 

Hours:  Friday  12-7,  Saturday  10-4 
Sunday  12-4,  Monday  10-4 


Christmas  all  over  again,  I'm  told. 

I  check  the  web  site  a  few  times  every  day,  because  I  re- 
ally enjoy  doing  this.  There  is  a  box  at  the  back  of  Our  Lady 
of  the  Valley  Church  for  donations  of  money  or  items,  and 
the  program  gets  continued  support  from  the  parishioners. 
That  support  lets  me  shop  and  box  up  the  items  and  send 
them  off  with  the  customs  papers  that  need  to  accompany 
each  package. 

Call  me  if  you'd  like  more  information  at  229-8306,  or 
e-mail  at  blacklabl955@yahoo.com.         — Debbie  Beham 


HOLIDAY  GIFT  MUGS 

Sheffield  in  Celebration  mugs  are  still  available  and  make 
great  gifts!  Commemorative  gift  sets  of  Sheffield  in  Celebra- 
tion 2005  and  2006  mugs  are  also  available.  Mugs  are  $6 
each  or  4  for  $20.  Mugs  are  available  ae  Neighborgoods. 
You  can  also  order  them  by  sending  a  check  to  Sheffield 
in  Celebration,  P.O.  Box  1 339,  Sheffield,  MA  01257.  Call 
229-8789  or  email  sheffieldtimes@hotmail.com  for  shipping 
options  and  costs. 


SCHOOL  HOLIDAY  CONCERTS 

Students  at  South  Berkshire  Regional  School  District 
will  be  performing  in  a  series  of  holiday  concerts. 
Grades  3-6  will  give  a  choral  concert  on  Tues.,  Dec.  6,  at 
7pm.  Grades  7-12  will  perform  in  their  choral  concert 
two  days  later, Thurs.,  Dec.  8,  at  7pm.The  schools'  band 
concert,  grades  5- 1 2,  is  Wed.,  Dec.  1 4,  at  7pm. 


BUY  LOCAL! 

Our  advertisers  are  local  businesses.  Let  them  know 

you  read  about  them  in  the  Sheffield  Times. 


Sheffield  Office  Products 

Copiers*  Fax  Machines  •Printers 
Blue  Print  Machines 

Sales,  service  and  supplies  since  1985 
Phil  Fabres,  Prop* 

413-229-2669  •  413-822-4430 


GRAVEL  PIT  PROPOSED  contd.  from  page  3 


so  they  could  notify  others  in  the  neighborhood.  (People  inter- 
ested in  attending  these  meetings  can  call  the  Town  Adminis- 
trator's office  before  a  regular  Monday  evening  meeting  and  ask 
whether  the  application  is  on  the  agenda.) 

The  Selectmen  have  retained  an  engineering  consultant, 
David  J.  Partridge  of  Tighe  &  Bond  in  Westfield,  to  advise 
them  regarding  the  project.  His  fee  is  to  be  paid  from  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  application  fee. 

At  the  end  of  the  meeting,  Jared  Clayton  of  Ashley  Falls 
asked  how  citizens  who  might  want  to  impose  a  temporary 
moratorium  on  new  excavation  projects  should  proceed.  Such 
temporay  moratoria  give  towns  time  to  review  the  rules  and 
bylaws  governing  different  land  uses. 

Administrator  Weitz  said  that  this  would  require  a  two- 
thirds  favorable  vote  at  a  town  meeting.  The  proposal  could 
be  put  on  the  warrant  for  the  meeting  by  a  petition  signed  by 
residents  and  would  be  the  subject  of  a  public  hearing  by  the 
Planning  Board.  He  recommended  working  closely  with  the 
Planning  Board  and  perhaps  asking  it  to  put  the  measure  on 
the  warrant. 

After  the  hearing,  several  people  complimented  Stanton 
on  her  management  of  what  might  have  been  a  contentious 
meeting,  including  in  particular  her  ability  to  keep  the  discus- 
sion moving  and  on  point  and  discourage  uncivil  or  discourte- 
ous behavior. 

Further  discussion  and  a  site  visit 

The  Board  of  Selectmen  revisited  the  permit  application  at 
its  regular  Monday  evening  meeting  on  October  17.  About  22 
town  residents  attended  the  meeting,  mostly  from  the  Polikoff 
Road  area. 

Town  Administrator  Weitz  read  a  letter  from  Partridge, 
the  Board's  consultant.  It  listed  a  number  of  questions  and 
concerns  about  which  the  Selectmen  need  to  get  answers  or 
additional  information.  The  Selectmen  agreed  to  take  the  letter 
under  advisement  and  commented  that  there  were  many  holes 
in  the  application  that  need  to  be  filled. 

The  Selectmen's  site  visit  was  scheduled  for  Oct.  22.  About 
20  people  attended,  including  the  Selectmen,  their  consultant, 
Town  Administrator  Weitz,  Joel  Weiss  (chair  of  the  Sheffield 
Board  of  Health),  the  owners,  about  six  neighbors  and  other 
residents  and  some  Century  Acquisitions  personnel. 

The  Selectmen  paid  particular  attention  to  the  five  test 
wells,  the  adequacy  of  the  proposed  buffer  zones  from  both  the 
visual  and  noise  perspectives  (the  consultant  suggested  that  a 
berm  might  be  installed  in  one  location),  and  the  size  of  the 
trucks  to  be  used  to  transport  sand  and  gravel  to  the  Century 
Acquisitions  plant.  As  was  demonstrated  at  the  request  of  the 
Selectmen,  two  dump  trucks  can  pass  each  other  on  Polikoff 
Rd.  only  with  difficulty,  leaving  very  little  room  for  pedestri- 
ans or  bicyclists.  Long,  heavily  loaded  18-wheelers  will  block 
Polikoff  Rd.  completely  for  the  time  it  takes  to  make  the  turn. 

The  application  was  on  the  agenda  for  the  Selectmen's 
regular  meeting  on  October  24.  More  than  a  dozen  residents 
from  the  neighborhood  were  in  the  audience.  The  Selectmen 
discussed  the  site  visit.  They  have  received  and  expect  to  re- 
ceive more  information  from  their  consultant,  the  Cronks  and 
their  consultants  and  Century  Acquisition.  Stanton  reported 


that  she  had  received  favorable  reports  on  Century  Acquisition 
from  some  of  her  contacts. 

The  next  regular  meeting  of  the  board  is  scheduled  for 
November  7.  — Peter  Rowntree 


SHEFFIELD'S  EXCAVATION  BYLAW 

Excavation  of  that  sand  and  gravel  is  governed  by  Chapter 
1 02  of  the  General  Bylaws.  It  requires  that  anyone  who 
excavates  more  than  30  cubic  feet  in  any  one  year  obtain  a 
permit  from  the  Board  of  Selectmen.  An  excavation  permit 
may  be  granted  only  if  a  majority  of  the  Board  vote  in  favor. 
It  must  hold  a  public  hearing  on  an  application  within  45  days 
of  receipt  of  the  completed  application  and  make  its  decision 
within  90  days. 

The  regulations  impose  standards  for  the  operation  of 
a  project  and  the  restoration  of  the  site,  permit  the  Select- 
men to  issue  a  permit  subject  to  conditions  they  impose  and 
require  the  applicant  to  post  a  performance  bond  or  other 
security  to  insure  the  satisfactory  performance  of  obligations 
under  the  bylaw  and  any  such  conditions. 

The  Board  is  required  to  exercise  its  powers  "with  due 
regard"  to  the  health,  safety  and  general  welfare  of  the  in- 
habitants of  the  town;  to  the  detriment  to  the  neighborhood; 
and  to  the  effect  on  natural  resources,  including  the  recharge 
of  the  water  table  or  the  condition  of  the  surface  water. 


■     ■■■      r  ....v."" 


Who  says  there's  nothing 

to  do  in  Sheffield? 

The  arts  are  lively  all  year  round  at  Berkshire  School.  You 

and  your  family  are  cordially  invited  to  the  following  events, 

free  ofcha 

rge: 

11/10-12 

"Our  Town,"  7:30  p.m.,  Allen  Theater 

11/15 

Dance  Concert,  7:30  p.m.,  Allen  Theater 

11/28-12/17  Paintings  by  Margot  Trout,  Berkshire  Hall  Gallery 

12/5 

Lecture  by  David  Alan  Miller,  7:30  p.m.  Johnston 

Common  Room 

12/9 

Vocal  Suspects,  7:30  p.m.,  Berkshire  Hall  Theater 

12/13 

Winter  Concert,  7:30  p.m.,  Allen  Theater 

1/16-2/2 

1st  Semester  Student  Artwork,  Berkshire  Hall 

2/16-18 

"The  King  &  I,"  7:30  p.m.,  Allen  Theater 

2/20 

Alan  Simon  Quartet,  7:30  p.m..  Allen  Theater 

2/23 

Winter  Dance  Concert,  7:30  p.m.,  Allen  Theater 

3/2 

Jazz  Cafe.  9:00  p.m.,  Dance  Studio 

4/17-5/5 

A. P.  Studio  Art  Exhibit,  Berkshire  Hall  Gallery 

4/20 

Gigi  Teeley,  vocalist.  7:30  p.m.,  Johnston  Common 

Room 

4/28 

Spring  Concert,  8:30  p.m.,  Allen  Theater 

5/9 

Capriccio:  Classical  Music  Recital,  7:30  p.m.. 

Johnston  Common  Room 

5/16 

I  fence  Concert.  7:30  p.m..  Berkshire  Hall  Theater 

5/18-20 

Spring  play  (TBA),  7:  JO  p.m.,  Allen  Theater 

Berkshire  School 

Sheffield.  Massachusetts 

We  learn  not  for  school,  but  for  life 

\\  ww  .berkshireschool.org 

Community  News 


SHEFFIELD  MILESTONES 

Virginia  Drury 

Virginia  Drury,  longtime  Sheffield  resident  and  community  leader, 
died  on  October  19  after  a  brief  illness.  She  was  89  years  old. 

Virginia  lived  in  Sheffield  from  1946  until  2003,  when  she 
moved  to  Geer  Village  in  Connecticut.  During  the  57  years  that 
she  lived  in  Sheffield,  she  was  not  only  a  pillar  of  community  life, 
she  was  a  beloved  individual  whose  life-long  commitment  to  the 
environment,  social  justice,  and  peace  was  an  inspiration  to  all  who 
knew  her. 

Virginia  Jenney  was  born  in  1916  in  Montana  and  briefly 
lived  in  Chile,  where  her  father  worked  for  a  mining  company.  She 
moved  to  Massachusetts  as  a  child  and  later  received  a  nursing 
degree  from  Pennsylvania  Hospital.  In  1941  she  married  Roger 
Drury,  whom  she  met  in  a  Quaker  Forestry  camp  in  Cooperstown, 
NY.  After  WW  II,  she  and  Roger  bought  an  old  farmhouse  on 
Barnum  Street  in  Sheffield  and  planned  to  become  farmers.  Roger 
milked  the  cows  and  Virginia  made  butter  and  cottage  cheese.  But 
after  a  few  years,  they  both  realized  they  weren't  cut  out  for  that  life. 
Roger  became  a  full-time  writer  and  Virginia  continued  as  a  busy 
mother  to  four  children.  Both  became  active  in  Sheffield  life.  When 
Roger  died  in  1996,  she  continued  championing  the  causes  in  which 
they  believed. 

Over  the  years,  Virginias  vision  and  insight  helped  mold  Shef- 
field into  the  vital  community  that  it  is  today.  In  1972,  she  helped 
start  the  Sheffield  Historical  Society  and  the  late  1980s  she  served 
as  its  president.  She  was  also  active  in  the  Sheffield  Art  League  and 


at  one  point  was  also  the  president.  At  age  56,  she  began  studying 
sculpture  and  produced  many  pieces  that  she  both  sold  and  gave 
away.  In  2003,  an  exhibition  in  her  honor  at  Noble  Horizons  fea- 
tured a  46-inch  bronze  of  her  son  and  daughter  entitled  GeofFand 
Julie  1998. 

In  1989,  Virginia  and  Roger  helped  found  the  Sheffield  Land 
Trust,  whose  goal  is  to  protect  land  essential  to  the  town's  natural, 
agricultural,  scenic  and  rural  character.  And  it  was  this  enduring  love 
of  the  land,  this  appreciation  of  nature  and  its  importance  in  our 
lives  that  had  previously  led  Virginia  and  Roger  to  give  a  priceless 
gift  to  Sheffield  by  donating  56  acres  of  their  Barnum  Street  prop- 
erty to  the  Nature  Conservancy,  which  later  named  the  nature  trail 
and  preserve  in  their  honor. 

But  the  most  important,  the  most  lasting  legacy  to  the  town 
will  be  the  memory  of  Virginia  Drury  herself,  a  woman  who 
brought  out  the  best  in  people,  who  refused  to  criticize  or  place 
blame  on  others,  and  who  had,  despite  ample  evidence  otherwise, 
a  fervent  belief  in  the  essential  goodness  of  humankind.  She  had 
a  love  of  life  and  family  with  which  few  are  graced  and  it  enriched 
everyone  she  knew. 

D.H.  Lawrence,  in  his  poem  Beautiful  Old  Age,  wrote: 

It  ought  to  be  lovely  to  be  old 

to  be  full  of  the  peace  that  comes  of  experience 

and  wrinkled  ripe  fulfillment. 

The  wrinkled  smile  of  completeness  that  follows  a  life 

lived  undaunted  and  unsoured  with  accepted  lies 

they  would  ripen  like  apples,  and  be  scented  like  pippins 

in  their  old  age... 

...And  a  young  man  should  think:  By  Jove 

my  father  has  faced  all  weathers,  but  it's  been  a  life! 

Virginia  Drury,  fully  and  completely,  lived  a  life!  She  is  sur- 
vived by  three  sons  and  a  daughter,  three  daughters-in-law,  seven 
grandchildren,  and  a  legion  of  friends.  A  memorial  service  was 
held  for  her  on  Saturday,  October  29,  at  The  Old  Parish  Church 
in  Sheffield.  — Judith  Schumer 


Richard  Bauman 

Richard  Bauman,  47,  died  in  early  September  at  his  home  at  79 
Main  St.  Rich  was  employed  by  professional  cleaning  services  in  the 
Sheffield  area  and  enjoyed  collecting  music  and  model  sports  cars. 

"What  I  remember  about  Rich  is  that  he  had  a  hilarious  dead- 
pan sense  of  humor,"  said  Liz  Chaffee,  his  neighbor. "I  once  spent 
time  with  him  waiting  for  an  oil  change,  and  he  got  me  laughing  so 
hard  my  face  hurt.  He  seemed  to  have  a  lot  of  equanimity  about  life, 
and  he  wasn't  sorry  for  himself" 

"Rich  was  always  really  friendly,  the  first  person  to  ask  you  how 
you  were  doing,"  said  Rick  Kowarek,  another  neighbor. "He  was 
fastidious  about  his  car.  It  seemed  to  give  him  great  pride;  he  seemed 
very  happy  when  he  was  washing  and  detailing  it." 


"Virginia  Drury"  by  Ruth  Kolbert,  oil  on  canvas,  54x36 
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SHEFFIELD  MILESTONES,  contd. 

Jared  Christopher  Tortoriello 

We  report  with  great  sorrow  the  death  on  September  19  of  Jar- 
ed Tortoriello,  20,  from  complications  involving  chemotherapy. 
Jared,  a  special  education  student  who  graduated  from  Mt.  Ev- 
erett High  School  in  May,  suffered  from  several  severe  illnesses. 
But  he  was  determined  to  lead  as  normal  a  life  as  possible.  He 
worked  part  time  at  the  library  this  year,  first  as  an  intern  and 
then  as  a  volunteer. "He  enjoyed  the  work  immensely  and  was 
smart,  friendly,  enthusiastic  and  enormously  helpful  both  to  pa- 
trons and  the  library  staff/'  said  Library  Director  Nancy  Hahn. 
"All  of  us  here  miss  him  very  much."  — Peter  Rowntree 


The  Sheffield  Times  is  an  inexpensive  way  to  reach  Sheffield 
customers.  Contact Tara  White  at  229-7754  for  information 
on  how  to  advertise. 


Jeffrey  Casdin 

Jeffrey  Casdin,  65,  died  Oct.  23  after  suffering  a  stroke  while  on 
vacation  with  his  wife  of  40  years,  Sharon.  The  Casdins  recendy 
finished  restoration  of  their  historic  home  at  the  junction  of  Ran- 
napo  and  Cooper  Hill  Roads  in  Ashley  Falls.  Jeff  was  involved  with 
the  Sheffield  Land  Trust,  the  Sheffield  Historical  Society  and  The 
Trustees  of  the  Reservations,  custodian  of  Bartholomews  Cobble, 
the  Casdins'  neighbor  in  Ashley  Falls,  to  which  contributions  in 
lieu  of  flowers  can  be  sent.  While  working  with  Texas  Instruments, 
Jeff  was  involved  in  the  development  of  the  joy  stick  used  in  the 
Apollo  lunar  module.  He  had  a  3  5 -year  career  on  Wall  Street  as  an 
investment  analyst,  starting  in  the  then-emerging  field  of  cable  TV. 
He  then  founded  one  of  the  first  discount  brokerage  houses,  Source 
Securities,  and  established  one  of  the  premier  biotechnology  and 
healthcare  investment  funds.  In  addition  to  his  wife  and  parents,  Jeff 
leaves  two  sisters  and  three  sons,  Adam,  Alex  and  Eli. 


SOUTHERN  BERKSHIRE  REGIONAL  SCHOOL  NEWS 


Mt.  Everett  students  nominated  for  Wendy's  awards. 

Philip  Hannum  and  Katherine  McSpiritt,  seniors  at  Mt. 
Everett  Regional  School  in  Sheffield,  are  recipients  of  the 
Wendy's  High  School  Heisman  Scholar  Athlete  Awards. 
This  awards  program,  created  by  Wendy's,  the  National 
Association  of  Secondary  School  Principals  and  the  Down- 
town Athletic  Club  in  New  York  City,  recognizes  academic 
achievement  and  athletic  accomplishments  of  high  school 
men  and  women.  Nominated  students  compete  for  state  and 
national  awards. 

Hannum  is  a  member  of  the  soccer,  wrestling  and 
baseball  teams.  He  is  a  class  representative  to  the  School 
Committee  and  he  is  also  a  member  of  the  National  Honor 
Society  and  SADD.  He  is  the  son  of  Steven  and  Julie  Han- 
num of  Sheffield. 

McSpiritt  is  a  member  of  the  soccer  and  softball  teams. 
In  addition,  she  is  a  member  of  the  National  Honor  Society, 
SADD  and  Rotary  Interact  Club.  She  is  the  daughter  of 


Charles  and  Janice  McSpiritt  of  Mill  River. 

School  district  celebrates  50th  anniversary.  The 

Southern  Berkshire  Regional  School  District,  the  first 
regional  district  in  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 
celebrated  its  50th  anniversary  at  the  end  of  October  with  a 
barbeque  dinner,  a  50's-style  sock  hop  and  a  rededication  cer- 
emony. Celebrants  ages  2  through  82  danced  to  the  music  of 
DJ  Nick  at  the  50's  Sock  Hop  on  October  22  in  the  Mount 
Everett  Gym.  The  free  event  brought  together  former  stu- 
dents, teachers,  administrators,  parents,  and  current  students 
to  feast  on  the  refreshments  provided  by  Odile  Carpenter's 
Culinary  Arts  students  and  to  compete  in  a  dance  and  best 
costume  contests. 

Photos  of  all  the  seniors  from  1956  through  2005  will  be 
on  display,  with  selections  appearing  in  the  special  edition  of 
Five  Star  News  sent  to  district  residents.  Robert  Law,  long- 
time faculty  member,  will  give  a  talk  on  the  district's  history 
at  the  Historical  Society  December  meeting  (see  page  18). 


Tammy  Lane,  class  of  84,  danced  with  husband  Mark  dur- 
ing the  jitterbug  contest.  In  the  background  is  another  grad  from 
New  Marlborough,  Anita  Fluery,  who  said  she  was  in  the  class  of 
1960 — or  thereabouts! 


In  attendance  at  the  Rededication  Ceremony  Oct.  23  at  the  Con- 
soktti  Performing  Arts  Center  at  Mt.  Everett  High  School  were 
Superintendent  Valerie  Spriggs,  flanked  b\  past  superintendents 
Tom  Consolatt,  Bill  Cooper,  and  Rich  Holzman. 


Community  News 


BACKING  AWAY  FROM  THE  OIL  FURNACE 


The  spiking  price  of  gas  and  oil  is  on  ev- 
erybody's mind  as  we  head  into  winter. 
Not  only  are  we  taking  a  wallop  every 
time  we  fill  our  gas  tanks,  but  now  many 
of  us  are  faced  with  an  equally  walloping 
bill  for  heating  our  homes. 

There  are  lots  of  options  available 
for  lowering  heating  costs,  including 
installing  insulation,  better  windows  or 
solar  heating  systems.  Here  are  some 
things  to  consider  about  alternatives  to 
traditional  furnaces. 

George  Van  Zandt,  owner  of  CSCF 
Distributors  in  Lenoxdale,  sells  and 
services  all  the  basic  options  for  heat- 
ing with  alternative  fuels.  He  spoke  to 
us  about  the  relative  merits  of  wood, 
pellet,  gas,  and  coal  stoves.  His  business 
is  booming  now,  as  is  the  business  of 
anyone  else  who  deals  in  non-petroleum 
heating  units. 

"It's  almost  a  panic  situation,"  he 
says. "What  I'm  telling  everyone  is,  don't 
panic  buy.  Do  your  homework;  shop 
around.  Choose  a  store  that  can  service 
your  unit  and  has  the  parts  for  it.  The  . 
big-box  stores  are  selling  lots  of  stoves, 
but  they  don't  service  them."  What 
big-box  stores  offer,  of  course,  is  lower 
initial  cost,  while  smaller  local  stores 
often  provide  service  and  support  the 
community. 

A  buyer's  choice  of  stove  type  will 
be  determined  by  his  or  her  particular 
situation  and  preferences. 

If  you  like  to  sit  and  enjoy  the  mes- 
merizing pleasure  of  a  wood  fire  with 
its  varying  flame  (but  you  don't  want  to 
send  money  up  the  chimney  with  an  en- 
ergy-wasteful fireplace)  a  glass-doored 
wood  stove  is  for  you.  Ditto  if  you  love 
the  smell  of  wood  burning  suffusing 
your  house. 

"Wood  stoves  are  the  old  standby," 
says  George. "If  you've  got  a  guy  with 
10  acres  of  firewood  and  the  time  to  get 
out  and  cut  it,  it's  going  to  be  hard  to 
convert  him  to  anything  else."  Over  the 
years  there  have  been  improvements  in 
wood-stove  technology.  The  stoves  are 
safer,  better  designed  and  have  better 
warranties.  In  addition,  says  George, 
chimneys  are  safer  now  and  the  building 


codes  tend  to  be  better. 

If  you  want  to  buy  a  high-quality 
new  wood  stove,  a  good  one  will  run 
$1,800  to  $4,000,  says  George.  That 
doesn't  include  installation,  which  must 
be  done  carefully  and  requires  a  lined 
chimney. 

A  newer  alternative  to  the  wood 
stove  is  the  pellet  stove.  It  runs  on  com- 
pressed-sawdust pellets  that  come  in  40- 
pound  bags  and  look  a  lot  like  hamster 
food.  Its  advantages  over  the  old  wood 
stove  are  legion.  George's  list  includes 
convenience,  ease  of  use,  efficiency,  and 
ease  of  installation. 

Environmentally  speaking,  a  pellet  stove 
is  said  to  be  better  than  a  wood  stove 
in  some  ways.  The  fuel  it  uses  is  waste 
wood,  often  the  delivery  pallets  that 
clog  landfills  nationwide,  or  sawdust 
from  sawmills.  Pellet  stoves  burn  cleaner 
than  wood  stoves,  sending  a  "minuscule" 
amount  of  particulate  matter  into  the 
air,  he  says.  The  ash  you'll  have  to  clean 
up  after  24  hours  of  stove  use  might  fill 
a  large  ashtray. 

A  40-pound  bag  of  pellets  will  run  the 
stove  for  about  24  hours.  Pellets  come 
in  one-ton  shipments  that  run  about 
$250  delivered,  or  in  emergencies  can  be 
bought  by  the  bag  at  hardware  stores. 

Pellet  stoves  have  been  around  for 
over  25  years  and  have  been  getting 
constantly  refined.  "They  come  now 
with  self-igniters,  thermostat  controls 
and  great  three-year  warranties,"  says 
George.  He  adds  that  he  has  15 -year- old 
stoves  on  his  floor  that  work  just  fine. 

"A  pellet  stove  will  run  at  an 
even  temperature  for  24  hours,"  says 
George,  "instead  of  you  having  to  regu- 
late the  temperature  by  the  amount 
of  wood  you  put  in.  There's  no  smoke 
smell  in  the  house,  no  creosote  prob- 
lem. They're  much  safer  than  wood 
stoves.  Nobody's  home  at  my  house 
all  day  and  the  stove  is  running.  You 
couldn't  do  that  with  a  wood  stove." 
He  also  points  out  that  the  installa- 
tion of  a  pellet  stove  is  user- friendly, 
as  the  stoves  can  be  direct-vented. 

A  pellet  stove  needs  electricity  to 
run,  both  for  the  hot-air  blowers  and  for 


the  auger,  a  large  screw-like  device  that 
slowly  feeds  the  pellets  from  the  hopper 
into  the  burn  pot.  (George  estimates 
that  the  stove  uses  about  as  much  elec- 
tricity as  a  60-watt  bulb.) 
This  fact  leads  to  one  of  the  downsides 
of  a  pellet  stove:  if  you  lose  your  electric- 
ity, you  lose  your  heat.  Another  issue  is 
that  you  must  insure  that  the  pellets  stay 
dry.  If  a  tiny  bit  of  moisture  leaks  into 
the  bags,  the  pellets  inside  will  turn  into 
sawdust  mush. 

The  cost  of  a  pellet  stove  is  similar 
to  the  price  for  a  good  wood  stove,  about 
$1,800  and  up.  The  installation  costs 
may  be  cheaper,  however,  because  the 
venting  is  simpler. 

There  are  also  gas  stoves,  but,  as 
George  says,  "we're  not  going  to  talk 
about  them  right  now."  He  adds  that  this 
year,  the  cost  of  propane  is  even  higher 
than  that  of  natural  gas.  The  price  may 
go  down  at  some  point,  and  gas  stoves, 
as  George  points  out,  are  the  easiest  to 
use.  They  can  be  direct-vented  through 
a  horizontal  pipe  in  an  exterior  wall,  not 
a  chimney.  Burning  beneath  logs  made 
of  ceramic,  the  flame  looks  pretty  and 
burns  cleanly. 

A  fourth  option  may  be  one  you 
haven't  considered:  a  coal  stove.  Unlike 
the  old  coal  furnaces  that  burned  dirty 
lumps  of  bituminous  coal,  the  new  mod- 
els burn  clean,  hard  prewashed  anthra- 
cite coal  that  comes  in  50-pound  white 
bags.  Unlike  pellets,  they  can  be  stored 
outside  in  the  rain.  There's  no  coal  dust 
involved,  says  George.  A  one-and-a- 
quarter  ton  shipment  costs  about  $300. 
"My  coal  customers  are  very  loyal  to 
coal,"  says  George.  "It's  the  most  abun- 
dant fuel  in  the  country,  it's  much  easier 
than  wood,  and  you  can  get  a  stove 
with  a  thermostat."    Environmentally 
speaking,  there  are  mining  practices  to 
consider  in  sourcing  coal  supply. 

If  you're  thinking  about  buying  an 
alternative  or  supplementary  source  of 
heat  this  winter,  think  about  starting 
soon.  The  stores  are  mobbed  this  fall. 
But,  as  George  says,  don't  let  that  stop 
you  from  doing  your  homework. 

— Ellen  Weiss 
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CHURCH  NEWS 

Christ  Church 

Ryder  becomes  rector.  On  Nov.  2,  a 
Celebration  of  New  Ministry  was  held  at 
which  the  Rev.  Annie  Ryder  became  the 
new  Rector  of  Christ  Church.  Ryder  has 
been  the  Priest-in-Charge  since  Febru- 
ary 2004.  The  Rt.  Rev.  Gordon  Scru- 
ton,  bishop  of  the  Episcopal  Diocese  of 
Western  Massachusetts,  officiated  and  the 
Rev.  Fleming  Rutledge,  renowned  teacher, 
preacher  and  author  who  attends  Christ 
Church,  preached. 

The  Celebration  of  New  Ministry  is 
a  service  that  welcomes  a  new  rector  with 
special  scripture  readings,  musical  offer- 
ings (by  Christ  Church's  Teen  and  Junior 
Choirs),  the  reading  of  a  "letter  of  institu- 
tion" (by  Bishop  Scruton)  and  the  presen- 
tation of  various  gifts  from  members  of  the 
congregation.  A  festive  reception  followed. 
The  previous  rector  of  Christ  Church, 
the  Rev.  Susan  Crampton,  retired  in  June 
2003.  Ryder  was  ordained  to  the  priest- 
hood in  1996  and  had  previously  served 
churches  in  Pagosa  Springs,  CO,  and 
Carmel,  CA. 

Advent  and  Christmas  Services. 
Sun.,  Dec.  4,  at  10am,  the  Church  will 
offer  a  service  of  Advent  carols  and  lessons, 
featuring  the  Teen  and  Junior  Choirs  and 
lessons  from  the  Old  and  New  Testaments 
preparing  us  for  the  coming  of  Christ. 

Wed.,  Dec.  7,  at  7pm.  TAIZE  worship 
service.  Come  and  experience  this  medi- 
tative worship  service.  Learn  the  simple 
and  beautiful  music  that  originated  in  the 
Christian  community  in  Taize,  France,  and 
is  now  known  and  loved  around  the  world. 

Sun.,  Dec.  18,  at  10am.  Christmas 
Pageant  featuring  the  children  and  youth 
of  Christ  Church. 

Sat.,  Dec.  24,  Christmas  Eve  services. 
The  Family  Service  will  be  at  5pm  and  a 
sung  Holy  Eucharist  at  10pm. 

Old  Parish 

Potluck  supper  and  hymn  sing.  All  ages, 
all  faiths  are  invited  to  a  community  potluck 
at  the  First  Congregational  Church  UCC, 
aka"01d  Parish"  on  Sunday  evening,  Nov. 
13,  at  5pm.  The  event  is  free.  Those  who 
attend  are  asked  to  bring  a  dish  to  share  and 
their  own  dinner  plates  and  utensils.  People 
whose  surnames  begin  with  A  to  J,  bring  a 
main  dish.  Those  whose  names  begin  with 
K  to  T,  bring  salad,  and  those  with  names 
beginning  with  U  to  Z,  desserts.  Beverages 
and  lots  of  music  will  be  provided. 


CHURCHES  &  SERVICES 


AmzYfms 


Greenwoods  Community  Church  (non-denominational) 

355  Clayton  Road  (413)  229-8560;  parsonage  (860)  824-7442. 

Sunday:  9:30am  Sunday  School  (ages  3-adult);  10:30am  Worship  Service,  nursery  care 

provided;  Rev.  Edward  M.  Eastman  Jr.,  Pastor 

Trinity  Methodist  (United  Methodist) 

1156  Ashley  Falls  Road  (413)  229-2712.  Sunday:  9am  Service.  Pastor  Betty  LeGeyt 

GREAT  BARRINGTON 

Congregation  Ahavath  Shaiom  (reconstructionist) 

North  Street  (413)528-4197 

Friday,  8pm  &  Saturday,  10am.  Services  are  not  held  every  week.  Schedules  are  updated 

weekly  on  the  answering  machine,  including  special  services. 

Hevreh  of  Southern  Berkshire 

270  State  Road  (413)  528-6378 

Friday:  7:30pm  Shabbat  Service;  Saturday:  10am  Shabbat  service  &  Torah  study. 

Rabbi  Deborah  Zecher,  Assistant  Rabbi  Andrew  Klein 

Trinity  Lutheran 

198  Main  Street 

(413)  528-1330.  Sunday:  9am  Sunday  Worship.  Rev.  Steve  Edmiston 

Unitarian  Universalist  Meeting  of  South  Berkshire 

Meet  at  the  United  Methodist  Church,  198  Main  Street  (413)  528-4850; 
home  (413)  528-3106.  Sunday:  5pm.  Rev.  Kathy  Duhon 
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Christ  Church  (Episcopal) 

180  Main  Street  (413)229-8811 

Sunday:  8am  &  10am  Holy  Eucharist;  10am  Sunday  School  &  childcare;  Thursday:  10am  Holy 

Eucharist  &  Healing.  Rev.  Annie  Ryder. 

Congregation  of  Jehovah's  Witnesses 

Rte  7  &  Kellogg  Road  (413)  229-8649.  The  public  is  welcome. 

Faith  Baptist 

640  North  Main  Street  (413)  229-0400  Sunday:  9:45am  Sunday  School;  10:45am 
Worship  Service;  6pm  Bible  Study;  Wednesday:  7pm  Mid-week  Service;  Pastor  L.V.  Morris. 

Old  Parish  (Congregational) 

125  Main  Street  (413)  229-8173  Sunday:  10am  Worship.  Interim  Pastor:  Frances  Ruthven: 
Sunday  School,  10am 

Our  Lady  of  the  Valley  (Catholic) 

Maple  Avenue  (413)  229-3028;  Saturday:  4:00pm  Mass;  Sunday:  Sheffield  7:30am,  9am 
Masses;  Mill  River  10:30  Mass.  Rev.  John  S.  Lis 

Sheffield  Chapel  (non-denominational) 

1970  N.  Main  Street,  www.sheffieldchapel.org  .  (413)528-2911  Sunday:  8am  & 

10:45am  Morning  Worship;  9:30am  Sunday  school  for  all  ages;  Tuesdays:  7pm  Group  Prayer 

Time;  Thursdays:  Grief  Share  and  Support  Group  Seminar,  7am.  Pastor  Chet  Howes 


Food  Assistance  Program 

Post-office  collection.  Thank  you 
to  postal-route  participants  and  to  the 
postal  carriers.  We  received  shelves  full 
of  a  great  variety  of  foods  this  year.  The 
Sheffield  Food  Assistance  Program 
depends  on  the  thoughtfulness  of  neigh- 
bors like  you. 

Freezer  gone.  The  Food  Programs 
freezer  finally  died.  After  many  years  of 
limping  along  with  clogged  drains  and 
wet  floor  and  with  frustrated  folks  clean- 
ing up  and  fixing,  the  old  gal  gave  up. 
The  Great  Barrington  Sears  has  deliv- 
ered a  nice  new  one,  smaller  and  more 


energy-efficient,  but  even  with  the  store's 
generosity,  the  cost  took  quite  a  bite  out 
of  our  financial  reserves. 

Donations  needed.  The  Food 
Program  has  always  accepted  monetary 
donations,  such  as  the  recent  one  we 
received  from  the  Kare  Bear  Golf  Tour- 
nament. With  winter  coming  and  the 
cost  of  the  new  freezer  to  defray.  «c  are 
asking  you  to  consider  us  in  your  giving. 

You  can  help  us  help  folks  extend 
their  food  dollars  by  sending  a  check  to 
the  Sheffield  Food  Assistance  Program, 
c/o  Old  Parish  Church,  Box  387.  Shef- 
field, MA  01257. 
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Community  News 


WELLNESS  PROGRAM 

The  CHP  Health  Center  and  Berkshire  South  Community  Center 
will  again  offer  their  eight- week  program"  Wellness,  Exercise,  and 
Weight  Management  for  a  Healthier  Life"  designed  for  people  who 
want  to  make  long-term  changes  to  achieve  a  healthier  life.  The 
program  will  take  place  Thursday  evenings  from  6-8pm  beginning 
Thurs.,  Nov.  3,  providing  an  hour  of  physical  activity  that  can  be 
adapted  to  individual  limitations. 

The  exercise  program  will  be  led  by  a  certified  fitness  instruc- 
tor. This  will  be  followed  by  a  group  discussion  of  health-related 
behaviors,  including  problem  solving,  coping  strategies,  food 
management,  behavior  change  and  general  nutrition.  Discussions 
will  be  led  by  a  licensed  nutritionist  and  health  educator.  The  fee  for 
the  entire  program  is  $120;  for  members  of  Berkshire  South  Com- 
munity Center,  it  is  $100.  There  is  a  sliding  scale  for  those  in  need. 
It  is  recommended  that  participants  have  a  recent  cholesterol  and 
glucose  screen.  For  further  information  or  to  register,  call  Commu- 
nity Health  Programs  at  528-9311  ext.10. 


The  Sheffield  Times  is  an  inexpensive  way  to 
reach  Sheffield  customers.  Contact  Tara  White  at 
229-7754  for  information  on  how  to  advertise. 


STAVELEJGH 
HOUSE 

Bed   "(i-   Breu.kfu.si 


"The  hospitality  at 

Staveleigh  House  is  deeper 

and  more  thoughtful  than 

you  will  find  elsewhere. " 

-House  &  Gardens 


59  Main  Street 
Sheffield,  MA  01257 

413-229-2129         www.staveleigh.com 


ADULT  LEARNING  AT  DEWEY  HALL 

Did  you  know  that  there  is  a  wonderful  adult  learning  center  close    i 
to  home?  The  Taconic  Learning  Center  schedules  classes  in  the  fall 
and  spring  at  Dewey  Memorial  Hall  on  the  green  in  Sheffield,  as 
well  as  in  Salisbury  and  Canaan,  CT. 

The  spring  session  begins  in  late  January.  There  will  be  classes 
on  poetry,  history,  Shakespeare,  opera  and  many  other  subjects.  For 
more  information,  see  our  website  (www.taconiclearningcenter.org), 
call  860-435-2922  or  look  for  our  flyer  at  Dewey  Hall. 

PLAYGROUP  OFFERED 

CHP  Family  Network  invites  all  families  with  children  up  to  age  6 
to  a  weekly  playgroup  at  the  Old  Parish  Church  in  Sheffield.  Play- 
groups offer  adults  an  opportunity  to  socialize  while  their  children 
play  in  a  safe,  comfortable  environment.  The  playgroup  will  meet  on 
Mondays,  9:30- 11 :30am,  except  on  school  holidays  and  snow  days. 
The  Community  Health  Program's  Family  Network  also  offers 
parent  education  and  a  variety  of  parent/child  activities  at  The  Fam- 
ily Center  in  Great  Barrington  and  in  other  locations.  The  Family 
Center  has  a  clothing  exchange,  lending  library  and  playroom.  All 
CHP  Family  Network  programs  are  free  of  charge  for  parents  and 
caregivers  of  young  children  For  more  information,  call  The  Family 
Center  at  528-0721 


Solutions 


103  North  Main  St. 
Sheffield,  MA 
(413)229-8516 


IrMtiSdmam 


www.  berkshirebank.com 
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Library  News 


LOCAL  AUTHORS  DAY  NOV.  5 


On  Saturday  morning,  Nov.  5,  the  Bush- 
nell-Sage  Library  in  Sheffield  will  hold  its 
third  annual  Local  Authors  Day  celebra- 
tion from  10am  to  12:30pm. 

Approximately  50  authors  from  Shef- 
field and  neighboring  towns  will  be  pres- 
ent to  sign  and  sell  their  books.  The  public 
is  invited  to  meet  and  greet  local  writers,  to 
bring  books  they  already  own  for  the  au- 
thors to  sign,  or  to  buy  titles  directly  from 
the  authors  that  day.  There  are  mystery 
writers,  philosophers,  historians,  children's 
authors,  environmentalists,  sports  writers, 
poets  and  photographers  in  the  group. 

Among  them  are  seven  couples  where 
both  spouses  are  published  authors  and 
a  family  of  father,  mother  and  daughter 
where  each  is  a  writer.  Fourteen  authors 
who  have  not  been  at  previous  Authors 
Days  will  be  joining  us. 

Those  attending  are  Ann  Arensberg, 
Anne  Barstow,  Jonathan  Baumbach, 


Karen  Berger,  Andrew  Bergman,  Erik 
Bruun,  Carl  Chaiet,  Roselle  Chartok, 
Laura  Chester,  Kathleen  Cleary,  Chris- 
topher Coenen,  Lawrence  Davis-Hol- 
lander, Bernard  Drew,  Tom  Driver,  Janet 
Elsbach,  Hans  Fantal,  David  Fine,  Leo 
Goldberger,  Nancy  Goldberger,  Richard 
Grossman,  John  Hockenberry,  Nonny 
Hogrogian,  Deborah  Jowitt,  Martin 
Keane,  David  Kherdian,  John  Koneazny, 
Jeanne  Lemlin,  Gary  Leveille,  Tracy 
Mack,  Sue  MacVeety,  Marlene  Marshall, 
Michael  McCurdy,  Richard  Chase  Mears, 
Christopher  Nye,  Andrew  Pincus,  Paul 
Rocheleau,  Andrea  Scott,  Ann  Shanks, 
Jack  Spencer,  Elise  Title,  John  Toffey, 
Edith  Velmans,  Hester  Velmans,  Loet 
Velmans,  Simon  Wainrib,  Randy  Wein- 
stein,  Leslie  Wheeler,  Irene  Willis,  Geof- 
frey Young,  and  Valerie  Zantay. 

Come  help  us  welcome  these  gifted 
writers  and  illustrators!  The  talent  from 


THE  BUSHN&L-SAGE  LIBRARY 

(Just  off  route  7  in  Sheffield)  413-229-7004 


HOURS 

Tuesday-Thursday 

10-5 

Friday 

10-8 

Saturday 

10-5 

Sunday 

2-5 

Monday 

Closed 

this  tri-county  corner  of  Massachusetts, 
Connecticut,  and  New  York  is  staggering. 
The  Bushnell-Sage  Library  is  located  on 
the  east  side  of  Route  7  just  south  of  the 
center  of  town.  The  Friends  of  the  Bush- 
nell-Sage Library  will  provide  refreshments. 

FINES  CLARIFIED 

In  the  September  issue  of  the  Sheffield 
Times,  it  was  announced  that  the  library 
had  abolished  fines  for  overdue  books 
and  other  materials  (although  patrons 
are  encouraged  to  make  a  donation  to  the 
Friends  of  the  Library  in  lieu  of  fines). 
Please  note  that  this  rule  does  not  apply 
to  materials  borrowed  from  other  librar- 
ies through  the  Sheffield  library.  Fines  on 
overdue  books  and  other  materials  con- 
tinue to  be  charged  on  such  materials. 


Berkshire  Estates  Realty 

Rita  A.  Backhaus,  CBR 

Broker/Owner 
Roger  Belanger,  Broker  Associate 

We  are  a  full  service  agency. 

Let  us  represent  you  in  your  next 

sale,  purchase,  or  rental! 

Experience  the  Difference!! 
Phone  413-528-5262  Fax  413-528-6272 

www.berkshireestatesrealty.com 


NORTHEST  TECHNICAL  ASSOCIATES,  INC. 
—RESIDENTIAL  REAL  ESTATE  APPRAISERS- 

80  Maple  Avenue,  Suite  A 
Great  Barrington,  Massachusetts  01230 

Henry  D.  Granger,  President  Certified  Residential  Appraiser 

Kevin  L.  Granger,  V.  P.  Licensed  Residential  Appraiser 

Christine  Goldfinger,  Associate  Licensed  Residential  Appraiser 

Jessica  Krupski,  Associate  Licensed  Residential  Appraiser 

TEL:  413-528-3634        FAX:  413-528-5896 


SANDRA  PRESTON  REAL  ESTATE 

Massachusetts,  Connecticut  6k  New  York  Properties 


Our  office  on  Route  7,  in  the  part  of  Shef- 
field knows  as  "The  Plain,"  is  a  lovely 
two-and-a-half-story  Early  Greek  Revival 
with  five  bay  front  and  eyebrow  windows 
set  into  a  deep  cornice  under  a  hip  root. 
Heavy  corner  pilasters  and  a  south  funeral 
door  are  distinct  features  of  this  building 
which  was  built  as  a  residence  in  ca.  1825 
by  Return  E.  Jones. 

PO  Box  688,  Rte.  7,  Sheffield,  MA  01257 

(413)  229-2077    Email:  pressa@veri:on.net 

Sandra  Preston,  Broker,  GRI,  CRS 
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Village  Green 


Televised  Board  of  Selectmen's  meetings  can  also  be 

seen  on  CTSB  Cable  Channel  1 6.  Check  schedule  for 

times.  Not  all  meetings  are  televised. 


BOARD  OF  SELECTMEN:  FROM  THE  MEETING  MINUTES 


Highlights:  Senior  Center  developments,  8/1  and  8/22. 
Public  access  TV,  8/1  and  8/22.  Mud  running  onto  Clayton 
Rd.,  8/1  and  8/22. 

8/1 — Community  Television  for  the  Southern  Berlcshires  sent 
its  executive  director,  Norman  McLeod,  and  president,  Roswitha 
Metz,  to  discuss  CTSB's  request  to  increase  Sheffield's  cable 
subscribers'  public  access  fee  from  4  percent  to  5  percent.  With 
the  additional  $64,000  this  increase  will  raise,  CTSB  plans  to 
hire  a  full-time  videographer  and  a  part-time  administrative 
aide  and  increase  the  number  of  public-access  channels  to  three. 
Currently,  CTSB  spends  about  $120,000  on  three  employees, 
with  a  total  budget  of  $226,000.  Metz  said  it's  difficult  to  recruit 
volunteers  and  the  CTSB  board  wants  to  focus  on  programming 
rather  than  fund-raising.  She  pointed  out  that  Sheffield  has  no 
volunteers  on  the  CTSB  board  or  to  do  videotaping.  [At  the 
9/19  meeting,  the  Board  appointed  Paul  O'Brien  to  the  Five-Town 
Cable  Television  Advisory  Board.  O'Brien  is  technology  coordinator 
for  the  Southern  Berkshire  Regional  School  District.] 

Board  of  Selectmen  chair  Janet  Stanton  pointed  out  that 
Sheffield  is  much  farther  away  from  the  CTSB  offices  than  the 
other  towns  (Great  Barrington,  Stockbridge,  Lenox  and  Lee), 
making  picking  up  and  returning  video  equipment  burdensome. 
McLeod  and  Metz  said  that  if  Sheffield  were  to  agree  to  the  pro- 
posed increase  that  CTSB  would  buy  and  store  video  equipment 
at  Town  Hall  and  would  provide  a  complimentary  copy  of  taped 
meetings,  which  could  be  made  available  at  the  Library. 

Selectman  David  Macy  asked  about  live  broadcasts. 


CABLE  FRANCHISE  TRANSFER  HEARING 

On  August  8,  a  public  hearing  was  held  for  Time  Warner's 
application  to  take  over  Adelphia's  cable  television  license 
with  the  town  of  Sheffield. Time  Warner  acquired  Adel- 
phia  assets  following  Adelphia's  bankruptcy.  Peter  Taubkin 
of  Time  Warner  Cable  said  that  as  required  by  law,  Time 
Warner  would  honor  the  town's  cable  contract.  Select- 
man David  Macy  expressed  concern  over  Adelphia's  poor 
customer  service  and  signal  problems. Taubkin  said  that 
customer  service  is  a  top  priority  and  that  access  to  a 
cable  plant  in  Pittsfteld  and  feeding  signals  via  fiber  optic 
will  eliminate  some  of  the  problems. 

Macy  asked  how  the  change  from  Adelphia  would  affect 
subscnbers.Taubkin  said  that  for  the  time  being,  services 
would  remain  the  same,  but  in  the  near  future,Time 
Warner  would  want  to  integrate  services  such  as  digital 
phones  and  offer  them  to  customers.  Board  of  Selectmen 
Chair  Janet  Stanton  expressed  her  preference  to  receive 
Hartford,  Springfield,  and  Boston  stations  over  New  York 
area  stations.Taubkin  explained  that  existing  contracts 
determine  the  stations  carried  and  the  lineup  would  not 
be  affected  by  the  change  in  ownership.  He  also  said  that 
Time  Warner  will  provide  "Capital  News  9"  a  24-hour  sta- 
tion exclusively  for  Berkshire  County  news. 


McLeod  said  that  a  live  feed  would  run  after  the  cable  company 
completes  wiring  and  that  Town  Hall  and  the  school  can  have  si- 
multaneous live  programming  since  each  place  is  equipped  with 
its  own  modulator  and  frequency. 

Selectman  Julie  Hannum  suggested  voting  for  an  increase 
over  a  specified  time  period  so  the  town  is  not  locked  into  a  new 
rate  if  additional  moneys  are  not  spent  on  additional  staffing. 
The  board  placed  the  item  on  the  8/22  agenda  to  allow  the 
board  time  to  formulate  wording  of  this  motion. 

The  Council  on  Aging  and  Rae  Eastman,  director  of  the 
Senior  Center,  sent  a  letter  to  the  board  asking  that  the  Select- 
men find  out  if  the  Barrington  Stage  Company  building  in  the 
center  of  town  would  be  available  for  rent  or  purchase  to  serve  as 
the  town's  Senior  Center.  Stanton  will  speak  to  BSC.  In  a  letter 
sent  to  Pauline  Schumann  of  the  Senior  Activity  Site  Commit- 
tee and  the  Board,  Bruce  Philbrick,  commander  of  the  Sheffield 
American  Legion  Post  340,  said  that  the  post  has  decided  not  to 
remodel  or  expand  the  existing  Legion  Hall  on  Route  7,  but  it  is 
open  to  discussion  about  developing  a  separate  building  on  the 
property  near  the  present  storage  garage. 

In  other  business,  the  board  appointed  Halina  Walusko  of 
Houstatonic  as  part-time  clerk  to  the  Zoning  Board  of  Appeals. 
Bart  Elsbach  was  appointed  as  Alternate  to  the  Berkshire  Re- 
gional Planning  Commission.  David  Smith  and  Kathy  Orlando 
described  plans  for  a  combined  Sheffield  in  Celebration/Ashley 
Falls  Fair  for  Sept.  10,  and  the  board  approved  closing  the  green 
to  traffic  on  that  date. 

The  board  moved  to  sign  deeds  selling  Sheffield  Business 
Park  lots  to  Spark  Management  and  Four  Corners.  Following 
discussion  with  Planning  Board  Chair  Rene  Wood,  the  board 
agreed  to  add'Acquifer  Protection  Plan  for  Public  Water"  to  the 
activities  covered  by  the  2005  Commonwealth  Capital  Grant. 
Town  Administrator  Bob  Weitz  advised  that  the  Option  Insti- 
tute on  Route  41  inquired  if  the  town  will  be  maintaining  the 
bridge  located  on  Mt.  Washington  Rd.  past  the  institute.  The 
board  agreed  to  conduct  a  site  inspection. 

The  board  issued  a  curb-cut  permit  to  Phyllis  Prioletti  for 
property  located  at  Lot  4  on  Hulett  Hill  Rd.,  with  the  condi- 
tion that  all  trees  two  inches  in  diameter  are  removed  for  50  feet 
on  either  side  of  the  driveway.  Regarding  another  Hulett  Hill 
Rd.  curb  cut,  Weitz  reported  that  Ronald  Durning  had  not  yet 
replaced  the  trees  in  the  berm,  as  required  by  the  board  to  repair 
the  illegal  cut.  The  board  agreed  to  give  Durning  another  week 
to  respond  to  Weitz's  letter. 

Hannum  noted  that  Weitz  had  received  a  phone  call  regard- 
ing mud  and  gravel  washing  from  Hillside  Lane  to  Clayton  Rd. 
and  that  the  Highway  Dept.  had  cleaned  it  up.  Chris  and  Anna 
Papachristadoulou  of  20  Hillside  Lane  reported  that  water  and 
mud  sliding  from  their  neighbor's  property  flooded  into  their 
basement  and  garage,  causing  significant  damage.  They  said  the 
mud  runs  onto  Clayton  Rd.  after  heavy  rains  and  this  was  the 
third  occurrence  since  their  neighbors  up  the  hill  cleared  trees 
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from  their  land.  They  stated  that  the  neighbors  have  refused 
to  build  a  retaining  wall  or  take  action  in  remedy.  They  also  re- 
ported communicating  to  the  Board  of  Health  because  they  have 
heard  that  the  neighbors  plan  to  have  horses  and/or  a  kennel. 

Weitz  noted  that  Hillside  Lane  is  a  private  road  and  unless 
the  clearing  affects  a  town  matter  such  as  wetlands  or  damage  to 
a  town  way,  the  town  does  not  have  jurisdiction.  The  only  action 
open  to  the  board  is  a  court  order  requiring  the  neighbors  to  re- 
imburse the  town  for  cleaning  up  Clayton  Rd.  Weitz  suggested 
that  the  Papachristadoulous  contact  the  U.S.  Environmental 
Protection  Agency  to  see  if  their  situation  falls  within  their 
jurisdiction. 

8/15 — A  special  meeting  was  held  with  Town  department  heads 
to  discuss  development  of  a  town  website.  Department  heads 
were  asked  to  view  other  towns'  websites  and  gather  items  for  a 
Sheffield  town  website.  Town  Adminstrator  Weitz  was  asked  to 
contact  Virtual  Town  Hall,  the  vendor,  for  the  next  meeting. 

In  other  business,  the  selectman  voted  to  award  the  summer 
2005  repaving  project  to  the  lowest  bidder,  LB  Construction,  at 
$50.68  per  ton. 

8/22 — This  meeting  was  held  at  the  American  Legion  Hall. 
Pauline  Schumann  of  the  Senior  Activity  Site  Committee  and 
Bruce  Philbrick,  Mark  Bachetti,  George  Oleen  and  Art  Hyatt 
of  the  Legion  post  were  on  hand  to  discuss  how  the  American 
Legion  property  might  be  used  for  the  Senior  Center;  feelings 
about  changing  the  American  Legion  property  ownership;  other 
property  available  in  town;  owning  vs.  renting;  grant  require- 
ments; and  legal  concerns  such  as  fundraising,  parking  and 
egresses.  Bachetti  said  he  doubts  the  American  Legion  would 
ever  agree  to  sell  the  building  since  it  was  built  by  volunteers, 
many  of  whom  are  no  longer  alive  and  thus  symbolizes  the  heart 
and  soul  of  the  organization. 

Board  of  Selectmen  Chair  Stanton  emphasized  that  the  re- 
sponsibility of  the  board  is  to  analyze  all  options.  Currently  the 
board  is  in  the  exploration  stage  and  is  seeking  input  and  ideas 
from  the  community. 

Following  up  on  old  business,  the  board  decided  to  send 
a  bill  for  $300  to  the  landholder  on  Hillside  Lane  (Jobin)  to 
reimburse  the  town  for  cleaning  up  eroded  silt  and  mud  on 
Clayton  Rd.  It  discussed  recent  site  visits  to  Mt.  Washington 
Rd.  and  decided  to  hold  a  public  hearing  to  receive  comments  on 
discontinuing  maintenance  of  the  road.  Ronald  Durning  in  a  let- 
ter explained  that  his  landscaper  advised  waiting  until  early  fall 
to  plant  trees  to  restore  the  illegal  curb  cut  on  Hulett  Hill  Rd. 
The  board  asked  Town  Counsel  to  review  the  resolution  for 
transfer  of  the  cable  television  franchise  to  Time  Warner. 

Town  Administrator  Weitz  reported  that  Lenox  and  Stock- 
bridge  cable  subscribers  pay  4  percent  of  the  cable  bills  to  fund 
Community  Television  for  the  Southern  Berkshires  and  that 
CTSB  had  not  approached  these  towns  to  increase  their  fee,  as 
it  had  Sheffield.  Weitz  said  he  would  contact  Great  Barrington 
and  Lee.  The  board  said  they  will  not  approve  Sheffield  paying 
more  than  other  towns  and  therefore  took  no  action. 

Weitz  asked  about  signing  the  contract  with  Virtual  Town 
Hall  for  developing  the  town  website.  Selectman  Macy  said  that 
first  he  wanted  to  confirm  with  department  heads  that  support 
and  will  partake  in  the  process.  The  board  asked  Weitz  to  ar- 
range a  meeting  for  Sept.  7. 


Selectman  Hannum  commended  the  Bushnell-Sage 
Library's  landscaping  committee,  headed  by  Tom  Ingersoll  and 
Chris  Tomich,  for  the  recent  improvements.  She  asked  Weitz  to 
send  a  letter  to  the  Mass  Highway  Dept.  requesting  that  cross- 
walks on  Route  7  be  repainted  in  more  visible  colors. 

Selectman  Macy  reported  on  a  site  visit  to  the  end  of  Rote 
Hill  Rd.  in  response  to  a  telephone  call  asking  that  the  town 
maintain  the  road  to  its  end.  He  suggested  that  Stanton  and 
Hannum  also  visit  the  site  and  then  the  board  can  discuss  hold- 
ing a  hearing  regarding  discontinuing  maintenance  of  the  last 
500  feet  of  road. 

In  comments  by  the  public,  Jared  Clayton  requested  install- 
ing a  berm  to  block  silt  coming  onto  his  property  on  Clayton 
Rd.  The  board  asked  him  to  write  a  letter  and  it  will  then  refer 
the  matter  to  the  Highway  Dept.  George  Oleen  praised  the 
Highway  Dept.'s  grader  work. 

9/12 — The  board  approved  a  request  from  the  Autism  Treat- 
ment Center  of  America  on  Route  41  for  an  event  on  Oct.  2  and 
a  sandwich  board  on  the  green,  provided  the  organization  pay 
for  the  police  escort.  It  voted  to  allow  the  closing  of  Berkshire 
School  Rd.  Sept.  13  to  15  for  replacing  the  railroad  crossing. 
Police  Chief  Jim  McGarry  presented  Brian  Fahey,  a  recent 
graduate  of  the  police  academy.  He  advised  the  board  that  he 
was  having  difficulties  filling  shifts  with  the  current  roster, 
particular  given  the  number  of  police  details  scheduled  for  this 
week.  The  board  voted  to  appoint  Fahey  as  a  Reserve  Intermit- 
tent Police  Officer. 


CATERING 

All  Size  Parties 


Specialized  Sandwiches, 
Soups,  Salads  &  Homemade  Foods 

lottery  Beer  Wine  Groceries 

139  South  Main  St.,  Sheffield,  MA 
413-229-6610 
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Village  Green 


TOWN  CLERK 

Fall  hunting  season 

Written  permission  is  required  to  hunt 
on  someone  else's  property  in  Shef- 
field. Special  permits  are  needed  for 
antlerless  deer. 

All  hunting  seasons  except  waterfowl 
are  closed  during  deer  shotgun  season, 
which  runs  Nov.  28  to  Dec.10.  Details 
and  seasons  for  other  species  are  listed  in 
the  2005  Mass  Wildlife  Abstracts  avail- 
able from  the  Town  Clerk.  The  Abstracts 
also  list  bag  limits  and  rules  specific  to 
each  species  and  season  and  general  hunt- 
ing information  and  regulations.  Sheffield 
is  in  deer  Zone  3. 

Hours.  Hunting  hours  are  gener- 
ally from  one-half  hour  before  sunrise  to 
one-half  hour  after  sunset.  Exceptions  are 


Transfer  Station  Hours 

Tuesdays  &  Fridays:  I  pm-4pm;  Saturdays:  8am~4pm 
Sundays:  8:30am-2pm 


noted  in  the  Abstracts.  Hunting  is  not 
permitted  on  Sundays. 

Safety.  During  deer  shotgun  season, 
all  hunters  must  wear  "a  minimum  of 
500  square  inches  of 'hunter  orange'  on 
their  head,  chest  and  back,"  according  to 
regulations.  Deer  hunters  must  wear  the 
same  during  muzzleloader  season  as  well. 
All  non-hunters  engaged  in  outdoor  rec- 
reational activities  are  advised  to  follow 
the  same  guidelines.  All  hunting  injuries 
must  be  reported  to  state  or  local  police. 

Hunting  is  not  permitted  within  500 
feet  of  any  dwelling  or  building,  except  as 
authorized  by  the  owner  or  occupant,  nor 
within  150  feet  of  any  state  or  hard-sur- 
faced highway.  No  firearm  or  arrow  may 
be  discharged  on  or  across  such  highways. 


ASHLEY  FALLS  IMPROVEMENT  SOCIETY 


Post  office  news.  This  past  Septem- 
ber, Joan  Brooks  of  Ashley  Falls  and 
postmaster  Mary  Blaise,  on  behalf 
of  the  Ashley  Falls  Village  Improve- 
ment Society  and  the  residents  of  the 
village,  sent  a  big  box  of  allowable 
care-package  items  to  our  man  in  Iraq, 
Jack  O'Donnell  of  E.  Main  St.,  Ashley 
Falls.  Which  he  received.  The  U.S. 
Postal  Service  paid  the  $23  postage. 
Jack  is  supposed  to  return  around 
Thanksgiving. 

Bridge  party.  The  New  Bridge 
Opening  Party  on  Sept.  4  was  great, 
and  the  bridge  is  open  and  almost 
finished.  The  Berkshire  Record  had 
a  great  photo  of  the  crowd,  and  the 
Post  Office  has  lots  of  photos  still  on 


display.  Thanks  to  everyone,  especially 
Tom  Ingersoll  and  the  Sheffield  Tree 
Project  for  the  beautiful  sycamore 
planted  by  the  bridge  next  to  the  His- 
toric District  marker.  Thanks  to  all  the 
grill  masters  and  the  lunchroom  ladies 
with  big  wood  serving  spoons. ..and 
to  Bruce  at  Howden  Farm  for  all  the 
corn. ..and  to  everybody  who  brought  all 
the  good  homemade  foods. ..and  to  ev- 
erybody for  buying  all  the  Ashley  Falls 
tee  shirts — their  sale  paid  for  the  party. 

Thanks  to  Chief  Konkapot  and  our 
forefathers  and  23  barrels  of  good  rum 
for  the  village  itself... 

We  hope  to  see  everybody  at  the 
tree  lighting,  and  thanks  for  supporting 
community  events.   — Richard  Chernejf 


For  more  information,  call  the  Divi- 
sion of  Fisheries  and  Wildlife's  Western 
Wildlife  district  Office  at  413-447-9789 
or  visit  the  web  site  at  www.masswild- 
life.org. 

Hunting  licenses  and  stamps  are 
available  during  regular  business  hours. 
Licenses  for  2006  are  expected  to  be 
available  by  mid-December. 

Reminder  to  residents.  The  2006 
Annual  Census  forms  will  be  going  in  the 
mail  the  first  week  of  January.  Please  look 
your  form  over  carefully,  make  changes 
if  necessary,  sign  and  return  it.  It  is  that 
simple.  I  know  that  this  is  inconvenient, 
but  Mass  General  Law  requires  that  this 
process  be  done  every  year. 

COLLECTORS  OFFICE 

Tax  reminder.  Real  estate  tax  bills  will 
be  mailed  mid-December.  Bills  for 
the  Nov.  1  real  estate  and  personal 
property  taxes  were  sent  out  at  the 
end  of  September.  Note  that  the  tax 
office  will  be  closed  the  day  after 
Christmas. 

TOWN  PARK 

New  member  needed.  The  Town  Park 
Committee  is  planning  on  making 
additions  to  the  Town  Park,  including 
adding  new  playground  equipment.  If 
you  would  like  to  become  a  member 
of  the  committee  and  be  part  of  this 
adventure,  call  Michael  Ovitt,  chair,  at 
Town  Hall,  229-7007. 


SHEFFIELD  WATER  CO.,  INC. 

A  Privately  Owned  Public  Utility 
Serving  Sheffield  Since  1 895 

Pure  Water  Without  Purification 

1080  S.  Undermountain  Rd. 

PO  Box  295 

Sheffield,  MA  01257 

413-229-2777 


PASTEL  -  WATERCOLOR 
OIL  PAINTINGS 

By 

Lois  Van  Cleef 

Casa  Mia  Studio 

Ashley  Falls,  Massachusetts 

413/229-3355 
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SENIOR  CENTER 

Special  trip:  Moscow  Boys  Choir,  On  Dec.  7  seniors 
and  others  will  have  a  rare  chance  to  hear  the  world-re- 
nowned Moscow  Boys  Choir  singing  Christmas  music 
from  around  the  world.  The  performance  is  at  2:30  at 
Springfield  Symphony  Hall.  The  show  will  be  preceeded 
by  a  luncheon  at  Storrowton  Tavern  and  followed  by  a 
drive  through  Springfield's  Forest  Park  to  view  the  famous 
Bright  Nights — now  listed  by  Discover  America  as  one  of 
the  200  top  events  in  America.  The  bus  will  leave  Shef- 
field from  the  American  Legion  Hall  at  10am.  Sign  up 
at  the  Senior  Center.  Payment  of  $75,  $65  for  Sheffield 
seniors,  must  be  received  by  Nov.  18. 

Flu  clinic.  The  Visiting  Nurses  Assoc,  will  be  con- 
ducting a  flu  clinic  serving  everybody  at  the  Senior  Center 
in  Dewey  Hall  on  Mon.,  Nov.  21,  9am  to  12  noon.  While 
there  are  no  eligibility  restrictions,  unless  you  show  the 
nurse  your  Medicare,  MassHealth  or  Medicaid  card,  the 
cost  will  be  $30. 

Holiday  and  winter  closings.  The  Senior  Center  will 
be  closed  on  Nov.  11  for  Veterans  Day;  Nov.  25,  the  day 
after  Thanksgiving;  and  Mon.,  Dec.  26,  the  official  Christ- 
mas holiday.  No  meals  will  be  delivered  on  those  days 
except  for  Nov.  25  (Elder  Services  does  not  observe  this 
day  as  a  holiday).  Also,  beginning  in  December,  the  Senior 
Center  will  be  closed  every  Friday  through  March.  Meals 
on  Wheels  will  still  be  delivered  on  Fridays  that  are  not 
holidays. 


Sheffield  Pottery 

The  Berkshire's  Best  Selection  of  Handcrafted  American  Pottery 

Come  Visit  Our  Two  Showrooms  Featuring  a 

Unique  Collection  of  Handmade  Pottery  &  the 

Best  in  Ceramic  Supplies  I  Open  7  Days 


SHEFFIELD  FIRE  DEPARTMENT  FIRE  LOG 

— Chief  Rick  Boardman 

August 

14    Alarm  at  Berkshire  School.  Alarm  time  12:35pm.  In 
service  1 :21pm. 

14  Wires  down.  Alarm  time  7:55pm.  In  service  1 1:35pm. 

15  Camper  fire.  Alarm  time  5:30pm.  In  service  6:47pm. 
22    Alarm  at  Berkshire  School.  Alarm  time  1 1:55am.  In 

service  1 2: 1 1  pm. 

24  Burnt  food  at  Berkshire  Schooi.Alarm  time  6:00am.  In 
service  6:30am. 

25  Alarm  at  1815  N.  Main  St.Alarm  time  7:50am.  In  ser 
vice  8:07am. 

September 

I  Option  Institute  electrical  fire.  Alarm  time  9:1 1pm.  In 
service  10:00pm. 

3      Lost  hiker.  Alarm  time  7:20pm.  In  service  10:39pm. 
7      Burnt  food  at  2 1 05  S.  Undermountain  Rd.  Alarm  time 

6:52pm.  In  service  8:00pm. 
19    Burnt  motor  at  Sheffield  Plastics.  Alarm  time  10:00pm. 

In  service  10:20pm. 
24    Standby  in  station  for  Egremont  Fire  Dept.Alarm  time 

4:55pm.  In  service  1 0:1 2pm. 

28  Alarm  at  175  Main  St  Alarm  time  7:20am.  In  service 
8:00am. 

29  Wires  down.  Alarm  time  1 :  1 5pm.  In  service  4:53pm. 

October 

6      Alarm  at  Berkshire  Schooi.Alarm  time  1 1 :07am.  In 
service  1 1 :49am. 

9  Car  fire.  Alarm  time  1 1 :35am.  In  service  12:29pm. 

10  Car  accident  and  truck  fire.  Alarm  time  6:50am.  In 
service  4:02pm. 

I I  Alarm  at  Option  Institute.  Alarm  time  12:45am.  In 
service  2:10am. 

12    Pole  fire.  Alarm  time  1 2:25pm.  In  service  12:40pm. 


FIRE  DEPT. 

Reminders  on  candle  safety...  This  year,  the  theme  of  October's 
Fire  Prevention  Week  was  "Candle  With  Care."  Candles  are  a 
growing  source  of  deadly  home  fires.  Please  make  sure  an  adult  is 
always  in  the  room  when  a  candle  is  burning.  Use  a  flashlight,  not 
a  candle,  during  power  outages  if  you  can. 

...and  other  safety  tips.  Before  the  wood-burning  season 
begins,  make  sure  that  your  chimneys  have  been  cleaned.  Check 
batteries  in  smoke  detectors  monthly  and  replace  old  detectors  if 
need  be.  Have  a  smoke  detector  on  every-  level,  even  the  basement. 
Add  a  smoke  detector  to  your  bedroom  if  you  dont  already  have 
one;  this  is  one  of  the  new  regulations  in  building  a  home  today. 
And  have  a  fire-escape  plan  and  practice  it  with  your  family. 

— Fire  Chief  Richard  A.  Boardman 





BUILDING  INSPECTOR  WANTED 


Inspector  Brent  Getchell  has  resigned,  though  he  will  remain 
on  the  job  up  to  10  weeks  while  the  town  of  Sheffield  seeks 
a  replacement.  Anyone  interested  in  the  part-time  position 
should  contact  the  office  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen. 

Getchell  had  served  as  inspector  since  2000.  Until  last 
August,  he  was  also  building  inspector  for  Great  Barrington. 


17 


Organizations  &  Businesses 


HISTORICAL  SOCIETY  EVENTS 


In  addition  to  its  annual  Festival  of  Trees 
(see  page  4),  the  Historical  Society  is 
planning  these  events: 

Cemetery  Stroll.  If  you  enjoy 
biographies,  especially  those  relating  to 
the  lives  of  ordinary  individuals  from  the 
Berkshires,  then  you'll  enjoy  the  Histori- 
cal Society's  "Spirits  Of  Sheffield  Cem- 
etery Stroll."  You'll  hear  tales  of  daily  life 
from  both  the  male  and  female  perspec- 
tives. Hear  a  story  of  patriotism  as  told 
by  Lieutenant  Theophilus  Spaulding  of 
Revolutionary  War  fame.  The  story  of  his 
contemporary  Jabez  Keep  holds  fame  and 
deep  personal  sorrow.  Rebecca  Burrell 
Huggins,  who  also  endured  these  tumul- 
tuous days,  shares  her  story  of  life  on 
the  home  front.  Members  of  the  Hewins 
family  will  relate  how  the  family  reacted 
to  the  struggles  of  the  Civil  War. 

The  walk,  postponed  from  an  earlier 
date  due  to  inclement  weather,  will  take 
place  on  Sun.,  Nov.  6, 4  to  6pm  at  the 
Hewins  Cemetery  (from  Route  7  in  Shef- 
field, turn  on  Maple  Avenue;  turn  right 
onto  Hewins  St.  and  drive  2.5  miles).  In 
case  of  rain  or  cold  temperatures  (less 
than  40  degrees),  the  event  will  be  held 
on  the  Society's  grounds,  beginning  at 


the  Old  Stone  Store,  which  is  located  on 
Route  7  in  the  center  of  Sheffield.  Dress 
for  the  weather  and  wear  comfortable 
shoes;  the  terrain  is  uneven.  Refresh- 
ments will  be  provided.  Free  to  members, 
$4  non-members. 

A  Concert  By  The  Chord  Sharks. 
Join  us  at  our  monthly  meeting  Fri.,  Nov. 
11,  7:30pm,  for  an  evening  of  American 
music  to  celebrate  Veterans  Day.  The 
barbershop  quartet  known  as  The  Chord 
Sharks  performs  in  four-part  harmony,  a 
style  that  has  made  them  New  England's 
favorite  sons.  Composed  of  area  resi- 
dents, the  group  has  been  winning  awards 
for  some  time,  including  second  place  in 
the  Northeast  Region  four-part  barber- 
shop competition.  Come  and  sing  along. 
At  Dewey  Memorial  Hall. 

Help  put  a  Stone  Store  exhibition 
together.  December  is  a  month  where 
sharing  family  memories  is  a  major  part 
of  the  reason  for  celebrating.  From  Sat., 
Dec.  3  through  Sun.,  Dec.  18,  the  Old 
Stone  Store  will  feature  the  exhibition 
Heirloom  Stories.  Join  us  in  putting  this 
show  together!  We  are  looking  for  any 
item  that  has  been  handed  down  from 
generation  to  generation  in  your  family, 


TOWN  PHONE  NUMBERS 

Assessors 

229-7001 

Board  of  Selectmen 

229-2335 

Building  Inspector 

229-7006 

Council  on  Aging 

229-7022 

Fire  Dept. 

non-emergency 

229-7033 

Highway  Dept. 

229-7030 

Police  Dept. 

non-emergency 

229-8522 

School  District 

229-8778 

Town  Administrator 

229-7000 

Tax  Collector 

229-7008 

Town  Clerk 

229-8752 

Transfer  Station 

229-8752 

Treasurer 

229-7007 

KWIK 


PRINT 

INCORPORATED 


From  while-you-wait  duplicating 
to  web  offset  printing... 

Color  Copies  •  Fax  Services  •  Laminating 
Photocopies  •  Resumes  •  Spiral  Binding 

Books  •  Brochures  •  Business  Cards 

Envelopes  •  Flyers  •  Letterheads  •  Menus 

Newspapers  •  Newsletters  •  NCR/Carbonless  Forms 

Posters  •  Programs  •  Tickets  •  Wedding  Invitations 

Typesetting/Graphic  Design  •  Mac  and  PC  Compatible 
Digital  Plate  Maker  •  Barcoded  Mailing  Services 


COLOR  COPIES 


4 1 3/528-2885  ■  Fax:  4 1 3/528-9220 
35  Bridge  St.,  Gt.  Barrington,  MA  01230 

Hours:  Mon.-Fri.  8:00-4:30     Sat.  8:30- 1 2:00 


something  that  is  very  special  to  you.  Join 
our  historical  family  by  lending  us  an 
item  or  two  and  telling  us  the  tale  behind 
the  object.  We  welcome  all  types  of  items 
and  stories.  Please  contact  the  Society  at 
229-2694  by  Nov.  19,  if  you  have  an  item 
or  items  to  share.  Stone  Store  hours  are 
Saturdays  from  10am  to  2pm,  Sundays 
11am  to  3pm  and  by  appointment. 

Fifty  Years  of  The  Southern 
Berkshire  Regional  School  District. 
Robert  Law  gives  this  talk  at  our  monthly 
meeting  Fri.,  Dec.  9,  7:30pm  at  Dewey 
Memorial  Hall. 

The  Sheffield  Historical  Society  is  located  on 
Route  7  in  the  center  of  Sheffield.  The  Old 
Stone  Store  is  also  located  on  Route  7,  on  the 
Green  in  Sheffield.  Tours  of  the  Dan  Raymond 
House  are  available  by  appointment  during  the 
winter  and  Thursday  through  Saturday  from 
Memorial  Day  through  October.  The  Mark 
Dewey  Research  Center  is  open  Monday  and 
Friday,  T30-4pm  and  by  appointment.  For 
more  information,  contact  Sheffield  Historical 
Society,  159-161  Main  Street,  PO  Box  747, 
Sheffield,  MA  01257, 413-229-2694  or  email 
shs@sheffieldhistory.org. 


HAIR-SKIN-BODY-NAILS 

413-229-0258 

647  North  Main  St.  (Rte.  7) 
Sheffield,  MA  01257 

Hours:  Daily  9-5, 
Thurs.  12-8,  Sat.  8-1 

REDKIN  •  MATRIX  •  OPI 
ESSIE  •  DR.  HAUSCHKA 
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LAND  TRUST  HOSTS  AREA  BUSINESSES 


The  Sheffield  Land  Trust  was  host  to  the  "Business  After 
Hours"  program  of  the  Southern  Berkshire  Chamber  of 
Commerce  on  Thursday,  Oct.  20.  SBCOC  is  a  505-mem- 
ber  organization  whose  mission  "is  to  support  and  foster 
community  prosperity  by  promoting  and  advancing  the 
economic,  civic  and  social  welfare  of  the  southern  Berkshire 
region."  Its  headquarters  are  in  Great  Barrington. 

"Business  After  Hours"  is  a  monthly  program  of 
SBCOC.  Aside  from  providing  hors  d'oeuvres,  it  allows 
member  organizations  to  showcase  their  buildings  and 
programs,  encourages  networking  and  permits  chamber 
members  to  go  places  they  might  not  otherwise  see.  It  is 
very  popular.  The  Land  Trust  invited  the  Chamber  about 
a  year  and  a  half  ago  to  meet  one  of  its  goals,  bringing  the 
environmental  interests  of  Sheffield  together  with  the  busi- 
ness community. 

About  50  chamber  members  attended  at  Tatkon  House, 

4H  NEWS 

Three  members  of  the  Sheffield  Whinnies  4-H  club  recent- 
ly attended  the  Eastern  States  Exposition  Fair.  Lindie  and 
Charlotte  Martin  from  Sheffield  were  delegates  represent- 
ing dairy  goats.  Faren  Worthington  from  Southfield  was  a 
delegate  representing  sheep.  Charlotte  placed  first  in  the 
Junior  Showmanship  division  and  her  3-year-old  recorded- 
grade  Nubian  was  Reserve  Grand  Champion  in  her  breed. 
Lindie  placed  second  in  Senior  showmanship.  Faren  re- 
ceived a  first  place  in  the  general  knowledge  test  for  juniors. 
Her  ewe  was  champion  Baby  Doll  Southdown  lamb,  and 
she  received  the  Shepherds'  Award  for  Massachusetts. 

Emerson  Martin,  an  independent  4H  member,  was  at 
the  Big  E  with  his  3-year-old  Nubian  goat.  He  placed  ninth 
in  fitting  and  fourth  in  showmanship. 

Congratulations  to  all  the  4-Hers  that  attended.  It 
requires  dedication  of  time  and  hard  work  in  order  to 
participate.  The  Sheffield  Whinnies  4-H  club  isn't  just 
about  horses.  As  you  can  see,  many  members  have  goats, 
sheep,  chickens  and  rabbits.  The  club  always  welcomes  new 
members,  from  5  to  19  years  old.  We  meet  the  first  Monday 
of  every  month  at  7pm  with  project  meetings  or  fieldtrips 
in  between.  If  you  are  interested  in  joining,  call  Melissa 
Martin  at  229-6083. 


Orchard  Shade 
"Bed&f  ^Breakfast 

999  tfewins  Street 
Sheffield,  MA  01257 

413-229-8463 
www.orchardshade.com 

<*r 

the  home  of  the  Land  Trust  shared  with  The  Nature  Con- 
servency  in  the  southern  part  of  Sheffield  at  404  Legeyt 
Rd.  Alex  Glover,  clerk  of  SBCOC  and  also  a  member  of  the 
Land  Trust's  Board  of  Directors,  conducted  the  meeting 
and  introduced  John  Wightman,  the  Land  Trust's  president, 
who  gave  a  short  talk  describing  the  work  of  SLT. 

The  evening  was  judged  successful  by  all  who  attended. 
Joy  Lyon,  who  manages  SBCOC's  visitor  center  on  Route 
7  and  attended,  expressed  her  appreciation:  "It  brought 
me  back  home  again.  This  program  was  not  about  banks 
or  stores  or  investments.  It  was  about  the  land.  If  we  take 
care  of  the  land,"  she  commented,  "we  also  can  take  care  of 
people."  — John  Wightman 


Knitting  at  the  Senior  Center 

Caitlin  Hotaling  and  Grace  Brown  have  started  up  a  knitting 
project  at  the  Senior  Center  to  make  afghans.  lap  robes  and 
caps  for  newborns  for  distribution  to  nursing  homes  and 
the  Red  Cross. The  group  plans  to  meet  at  Dewey  Hall  on 
Wednesday  mornings.AII  interested  knitters  are  invited  to 
drop  in. 


CARL  VAN  DEUSEN 


ELECTRICIAN -MA  LIC.  #36403E 

HEATING /AIR  CONDITIONING 

MA  LIC.  #BU024769  /  CT  LIC.  #353948 

OVER  30  YEARS  EXPERIENCE  IN  THE  TRADES 

ZENEX  CENTRAL  VACUUM  SYSTEMS 

AUTHORIZED  DISTRIBUTOR  -  SALES.  SERVICE. 

INSTALLATION 

PHONE:  413-229-8624 


South  Main 

Clothing  Outlet 

81  main  st.  Sheffield 
413-229-8887 


NEW  Designer  Clothing 

for  Women  &  Children 
at  Extremely  Low  Price 
New  Arrivals  Weekly! 

GAP,  OLD  NAVY,  J. CREW,  DKNY,  CK. 
F.  XOXO,  AE,  POLO,  &  TONS  MORE! 

_  SI 

iltliiMainCiothingOutlet.com 
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Organizations  &  Businesses 


SHEFFIELD  POTTERY 

Sheffield  Pottery  has  stood  on  the  west  side  of  Route  7  since 
1946.  The  vibrant  local  enterprise,  with  30  people  working 
there  full-time,  is  one  of  Sheffield's  largest  employers. 

In  the  mid  1940s,  Marie  and  Joseph  Cowen,  the  par- 
ents of  current  owner  John  Cowen,  bought  a  farm  on  Route 
7  with  the  intention  of  becoming  farmers.  But  their  land 
was  located  on  top  of  a  clay  deposit,  and  they  decided  that 
rather  than  farm,  they  would  become  potters.  Marie  had 
gone  to  the  Rhode  Island  School  of  Design  and  had  had  an 
art  background,  but  she  knew  little  about  clay  and  pot- 
ting. So  the  Cowens  went  to  the  Sheffield  Library,  took  out 
books  on  those  subjects  and  taught  themselves  the  craft. 
They  learned  to  make  a  workable  clay  formula  from  the  clay 
that  they  dug  up  on  their  land  and  started  producing  their 
own  Sheffield  line  of  pottery.  In  1946,  they  opened  a  stand 
on  Route  7  and  began  selling  their  pots. 

Some  50,000  years  ago,  a  huge  glacial  lake  covered 
the  area  around  our  town.  When  it  receded,  it  left  the  clay 
deposits.  From  that  clay,  now  known  as  Sheffield  Clay,  the 
Cowens  molded  their  business.  In  addition  to  the  pot- 
tery, they  also  sold  the  clay,  which  they  process  into  "moist 
clay  body."  Their  first  account  was  Old  Sturbridge  Village, 
which  used  the  clay  to  make  its  own  Sturbridge  Pottery. 
As  Sheffield  Pottery  became  more  popular,  the  Cowens 
expanded  their  own  pottery  line  and  started  selling  pottery 
and  ceramic  equipment. 

In  1982,  John,  the  youngest  of  Marie  and  Joseph's  three 
children,  took  over  when  his  parents  retired,  and  he  greatly 
expanded  the  business.  He  focused  on  becoming  a  nation- 
wide commercial  supplier,  and  Sheffield  Pottery  now  sells 
millions  of  pounds  of  moist  clay  each  year.  Today,  however, 
only  2  percent  of  what  they  sell — to  be  used  as  earthen- 
ware— comes  from  their  own  land.  The  rest  is  purchased 
from  clay  mines  in  Missouri,  Georgia  and  Ohio  or,  to  make 
porcelain,  from  England. 

Sheffield  Pottery  then  processes  the  materials,  sell- 
ing both  stock  and  custom-blended  clay.  It  is  the  exclusive 
supplier  to  such  well-known  ceramic  businesses  as  Simon 
Pearce  of  Vermont  and  Bennington  Pottery.  A  full  line  of 
its  ceramic  supplies — from  kilns,  wheels  and  tools  to  glazes, 
brushes,  bisqueware  and  books — is  available  from  its  huge 
catalog  or  from  the  Internet.  At  the  store  on  Route  7,  there's 
a  retail  showroom  on  the  lower-level  with  many  of  these 
products  for  sale. 

Upstairs,  the  large  showroom  is  filled  with  the  work  of 
over  80  different  potters  from  all  over  the  Northeast  and 
the  Carolinas.  Diane  Cowen,  John's  wife  and  Sheffield  Pot- 
tery co-owner,  personally  selects  the  wide  selection  dis- 
played on  tables  and  shelves. 

"Starting  about  15  years  ago,"  says  Diane,  "we  start- 
ing making  only  a  limited  amount  of  our  own  pottery  and 
started  selling  the  pieces  made  by  our  own  customers.  We 
call  it  the 'Buy  Back  Program,'  and  we  believe  we  are  the 


The  familtar  red  barn  of  Sheffield  Pottery  on  Route  7  where  the 
Cowen  family  sells  both  clay  and  the  finished  pottery. 

only  commercial  supplier  who  does  this.  It's  a  win-win  situ- 
ation for  all  of  us.  We  supply  the  clay,  wheels,  glazes,  etc.,  to 
our  customers,  and  we  buy  back  their  creations  at  wholesale 
prices  and  display  and  sell  their  wares." 

The  showroom  is  filled  with  mostly  functional  pieces 
made  in  variety  of  styles  and  techniques.  There  are  vases, 
bowls,  baking  dishes,  tureens  and  serving  platters  that 
might  be  wood-fired,  reduction-fired  or  raku.  There  are 
modestly  priced  mugs  as  well  as  a  unique  $800  hand- 
scribed  bowl  from  Muddy  Bird  Pottery  of  New  Hampshire. 
A  full  line  of  Bennington  Pottery,  with  its  distinctive  agate 
glaze,  is  available  at  a  25  percent  discount.  Diane  says  she 
can  special-order  any  piece  in  a  different  agate  glaze  color 
and  still  offer  the  discount.  Sheffield  Pottery  offers  the 
same  discount  on  the  Simon  Pearce  Pottery  line.  Outside, 
the  parking  area  abounds  with  outdoor  pieces  such  as  ce- 
ramic planters  and  birdbaths. 

The  only  pottery  that  is  still  made  on  the  premises  are 
one-of-a-kind  plates  for  special  occasions.  These  personal- 
ized wedding,  birth  or  family-tree  platters  must  be  special- 
ordered. 

And  what  does  the  future  hold  for  this  long-time  Shef- 
field business?  Diane  and  her  husband  would  love  to  keep  it 
in  their  family.  "We  have  four  daughters,"  Diane  explained, 
"and  we  hope  that  at  least  one  of  them  wants  to  continue 
the  tradition  and  keep  and  expand  this.  We  also  hope  she 
hands  it  down  to  her  children."  — fudith  Schumer 


BUY  LOCAL! 

Our  advertisers  are  local  businesses.  Let  them  know 

you  read  about  them  in  the  Sheffield  Times. 
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SHEFFIELD  IN  CELEBRATION  2005  A  BIC  SUCCESS 


Clockwise,  from  above:  Chris  Clavette  of  The  Natural  Connection  in  Ashley 
Falls  gives  Laura  Grunfeld  of  Sheffield  afoot  message.  The  Boy  Scout  climb- 
ing wall  was  once  again  was  a  hit  with  climbers  of  all  ages.  The  pavement  in 
front  of  Old  Parish  Church  became  a  dance  floor  for  these  youngsters.  The 
Glory  B  Clowns  with  dogs  real  and  imagined. 


fta 


Horse  Bam  Classics 

Automobile  and  Truck  Sales 


413-229-2021  (office) 
41 3-292-7246  (pager) 
41 3-229-2028  (home) 


Dana  A.  Bartholomew 

OWNER 

1 080  S.  Undermountain  Road 

Sheffield,  MA  01257 


PE  VRIES  BUILDING  SUPPLY  INC. 

21  BERKSHIRE  SCHOOL  ROAD      SHEFFIELD,  MA 


Lumber 

Hardware 

Garden  Supplies 

Domestic 

&  Livestock  Feed 


•  Masonry 

•  Paint 

•  Insulation 

FREE 
DELIVERY 


Whether  you're  a  contractor  or  doing  the  job  yourself 
you'll  find  what  you  need  at  De  Vries. 

41  3-229-8777    41  3-229-8820  FAX 
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Sheffield  in  Celebration  2005  would  like  to  thank. 

Corporate  Sponsors 

Sheffield  Plastics  and  Sheffield  Pottery 

Benefactors 

Berkshire  Bank  and  Berkshire  School 

...  and  everyone  else  who  helped  make  this  year's  event  a  success  — 
including  underwriters,  partners  and  volunteers: 


Aquatic  Design 

Ashley  Falls  Village  Improvement  Society 

Barrington  Stage  Company 

Berkshire  Co-op  Market 

Carlson's  Heating  and  Air  Conditioning 

Hannah  Chamberlain 

Kerry  Douglas 

Farmers'  Market  of  Sheffield 

Gilligan  Brothers 

J.  E.  Hotaling,  Feed  and  Services 

Bill  Hoglin 

Bruce  Howden 

Tom  Ingersoll 

Nancy  Kriegel 

Kwik  Print 

Jimmy  Larkin 

Susan,  Kyle,  Arielle  and  the  rest  of 

the  LeGeyt  family 
Loring  Gallery 
Gregg  Massini 

Howard  S.  Mott,  Inc.,  Rare  Books 
Mitchell  Moulton 
Old  Parish  Church 
Kathy  Orlando 
Tom  Orlando 
David  Prouty 
Ray's  Auto  Parts,  LLC 


Kit  and  Bethany  Sedel 

Joe  Seward  and  Sons  Electricians 

Sheffield  Association 

Sheffield  Board  of  Selectmen 

Sheffield  Boy  Scouts 

Sheffield  Council  on  Aging 

Sheffield  Fire  Dept. 

Sheffield  Friendly  Union 

Sheffield  Historical  Society 

Sheffield  Volunteer  Hose  Company  #1 

Sheffield  Kiwanis 

Sheffield  Land  Trust 

Sheffield  Police  Dept. 

Sheffield  Tree  Project 

Sheffield  Water  Company 

Dave  Smith 

Store-It-All 

Tri-State  MOPAR 

Lois  Van  Cleef 

Webster  Ingersoll 

Wheeler  &  Taylor 

Wilkinson  and  Sons  Excavating 

Marion  Whitman 

June  and  Jim  Wolfe 

Old  Yankee  Street  Rods 

Elizabeth  Yoakum 

...  all  the  vendors,  and  all  who  attended! 


Mark  September  9  on  your  calendars  for 
Sheffield  in  Celebration  2006! 
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Previous  page:  Rae  Eastman  fills  Ken  Demming  in  on  Senior  Center 
resrouces;  and  The  Sheffield  Hose  Company  #1  hosted  an  Open  House, 
including  tours  of  the  fire  engines  (complete  with  fire  hats  for  the  kids!) 
and  the  fire  house,  sharing  blueprints  for  the  planned  fire  house  expansion. 
This  page:  Clockwise,  from  above:  Ashley  Falls  fair  events  were  under 
two  tents  under  the  supervision  of  Joan  and  Josh  Brooks.  Tom  Ingersoll 
introduces  the  Bobby  Sweet  Trio  while  trophies  for  the  classic  cars  await 
distribution.  Jim  and  Seamus  Wolfe  show  how  to  make  cider  the  old 
fashioned  way.  Boyd  Hutchinson  demonstrates  how  to  make  Shaker  chairs. 
Blacksmith  John  Graney  uses  his  portable  forge.  Classic  and  muscle  cars  in 
front  of  the  post  office. 
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Organizations  &  Businesses 


KIWANIS  NEWS 

Installation  and  awards.  The  Sheffield 
Club  held  its  Installation/ Awards  Ban- 
quet at  the  Egremont  Country  Club  on 
October  1.  Our  new  leaders  this  year  are: 
Patricia  Hardisty  president.;  Cathy  Finkle, 
president-elect;  David  Johnson,  vice- 
president.;  Joseph  Todd,  secretary.,  with 
Phyllis  Pickert  as  his  assistant;  and  Dick 
Goodwin,  treasurer.,  with  Mike  Britton 
as  his  aide  de  camp.  Theresa  Collingwood 
and  Mike  Britton  received  Master  Kiwan- 
ian  pins.  Marge  Kirchner  was  awarded  the 
Kiwanian  of  the  Year  plaque.  Catherine 
Miller  was  announced  as  the  Citizen  of 
the  Year.  State  Representative  Smitty 
Pignatelli  made  that  presentation  on  Oct. 
18  at  a  regular  club  meeting. 

Disaster  relief.  A  Disaster  Relief 
Clothing  Drive  was  conducted  for  three 
weeks  in  Sheffield  and  Great  Barrington, 
ending  on  Columbus  Day.  The  project  was 
a  cooperative  effort  of  Kiwanis,  Rotary, 
Children's  Health  Program  and  Simon's 
Rock  College.  The  Sheffield  collection 
box  was  on  the  Mt.  Everett  campus.  Nick 
and  Anita  Diller  headed  the  program  for 
Sheffield  Kiwanis,  with  other  members  as- 
sisting in  the  sorting,  folding  and  packing 
sessions  at  the  college  campus.  Two  truck- 
loads  of  boxed  apparel  went  directly  to 
our  contact  in  Gulfport,  MS,  where  nearly 
400  boxes  of  new  and  used  clothing  were 
distributed  to  churches,  battered  women's 
shelters  and  youth  hostels.  Many  victims 
of  Hurricane  Katrina  and  Rita  received 
this  good  neighborly  assistance. 

November  events.  Two  events  are 
running  concurrently  on  the  Sheffield 
Kiwanis  Club  calendar  in  early  Novem- 


ber. We  are  hosting  our  annual  Bowling 
Tournament  at  the  Cove  Lanes  in  Great 
Barrington  over  the  first  three  weekends. 
As  the  tournament  host,  the  club  gets 
a  percentage  of  the  team  entry  fees  and 
we  handle  "brackets"  and  a  raffle  at  all  13 
meets.  Chairman  duties  are  shared  by 
Theresa  and  Jim  Collingwood,  Jr.,  and 
Mike  Britton. 

Club  members  are  also  selling  the 
gourmet  nut  assortments  that  we  intro- 
duced to  the  community  last  year.  The 
three-pounds-plus  tins  contain  the  most 
delicious  nuts  you've  ever  tasted!  (No 
peanuts  allowed.)  The  decorative  tins  sell 
for  $25  each  and  may  be  purchased  at 
the  Sears  store  in  Great  Barrington,  Silk's 
Variety  in  Sheffield  or  from  any  Kiwanian. 
These  goodies  will  be  available  throughout 
the  coming  holiday  seasons — or  until  we 
are  sold  out! 

Holiday  assistance.  For  both  the 
Thanksgiving  and  Christmas  holidays,  Ki- 
wanis provides  food  baskets  to  shut-ins  and 
assists  the  local  food  pantries  with  turkeys, 
potatoes,  onions  and  cash.  For  the  Yuletide 
season  we  also  send  out  our  Santa's  help- 
ers— the  toy  shoppers.  They  buy,  wrap  and 
deliver  these  cheerful  Christmas  parcels  to 
the  Adopt-a-Families  we  receive  from  CHP 
and  other  sources.  Arthur  Armstrong,  Bill 
Silk,  Denise  Rueger,  Phyllis  Pickert,  and 
Dorothy  Kelley  head  this  group. 

New  projects.  The  Sheffield  Kiwanis 
have  undertaken  two  new  projects  for  the 
coming  year.  First,  we  sponsored  four  Key 
Club  members  (representing  both  Monu- 
ment Mountain  and  Mt.  Everett  high 
schools)  and  two  chaperones  (Fred  and 


Cathy  Finkle)  to  the  Key  Leader  Confer- 
ence in  Becket  Oct.  21-23.  This  new  event 
develops  leadership  skills  in  young  people. 
Kiwanis  International  schedules  the  ses- 
sions that  are  held  throughout  the  world. 

Second,  the  club  will  provide  a  $500 
grant  to  an  area  teacher  to  be  used  for 
classroom  needs  not  covered  by  the  regular 
educational  budget.  Local  teachers  will  be 
asked  to  apply  for  this  grant  and,  depend- 
ing upon  response,  a  second  grant  may  also 
be  awarded.  The  Sheffield  Kiwanis  will 
hold  a  special  fund-raiser  to  support  this 
project.  In  May,  during  Teacher  Recogni- 
tion Week,  a  dinner  will  be  hosted  by  the 
Kiwanis  Clubs  of  the  Pioneer  Valley  and 
the  Berkshires  to  which  the  grant  recipi- 
ents will  be  invited  as  guests.  Key  Club 
members,  parents,  school  officials,  students 
of  the  winning  teachers  and  members  of 
Kiwanis  will  be  invited  to  purchase  tickets 
for  the  dinner. 

The  truck  raffle.  Our  Annual 
Scholarship  Truck  Raffle  will  be  under- 
way before  the  holidays  in  case  you  wish 
to  give  some  of  those  popular  $50  tickets 
as  gifts.  The  vehicle  will  once  again  be  a 
GMC  truck  (exact  model  to  be  deter- 
mined) from  Brian  Palmer's  lot  near  the 
Sheffield/Great  Barrington  town  line.  The 
sales  will  continue  through  January  and 
end  with  a  drawing  at  Limey's  Restaurant 
on  Valentine's  Day  2006.  The  first  prize  is 
the  truck,  but  there  will  be  cash  winners  as 
well.  Details  are  on  the  tickets. 

— Richard  L.  Goodwin 

Kiwanis  meets  Tuesdays,  7:30pm,  at 
Limey's  on  Route  7. 
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Berkshire  County  Properties,  Inc. 

48  Main  Street,  PO  Box  277       S.  Egremont,  MA  01258 

MARY  ALICE  WELCH 

Broker  Associate 


Office:  413-528-3340 
Fax:  413-528-3899 


Residence  413-229-7776 
E-mail:  Cprop@bcn.net 

Voice  mail  ext.15 
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BARTHOLOMEWS  COBBLE  PROGRAMS 

6th  annual  Northwest  Connecticut  waterfowl  cen- 
sus. Sat,  Nov.  12, 9am-2pm.  Learn  to  identify  waterfowl 
on  a  field  trip  to  several  lakes  in  NW  Connecticut  with 
experienced  birders.  Dress  warmly.  Call  in  advance  to  let 
us  know  you're  coming.  Free  to  all. 

Programs  meet  at  the  Cobble  on  Weatogue  Rd.,  in  Ashley  Fah. 
Members  of  the  Trustees  of  Reservations  attend  free  or  at  a 
reduced  rate.  For  more  information,  call  229-8600. 


OUTDOOR  MARKET  GOES  INDOORS 

Summer  has  drawn  to  a  close  and  it's  time  to  think 
about  coming  to  the  indoor  market  at  Dewey  Memo- 
rial Hall  on  the  Green  in  Sheffield.  This  fall,  we  will 
have  beautiful  flowers  and  wonderful  bread,  delicious 
desserts  and  scrumptious  cheeses,  lavender  goodies 
and  many  other  treats.  Come  do  your  shopping  or 
meet  a  friend  for  a  cup  of  coffee  or  tea  with  a  sweet 
roll.  Or  stop  by  and  have  lunch. The  market  takes  place 
on  Saturday  mornings  from  9:30  to  I  Nov.  12  and  19 
and  Dec.  3,  10  and  1 7.  We  look  forward  to  seeing  you! 


BUY  LOCAL! 

Our  advertisers  are  local  businesses.  Let  them  know  you 

read  about  them  in  the  Sheffield  Times. 
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SHEFFIELD  REALTY 

PO  BOX  381 

SHEFFIELD,  MA  01 257 

LET  EXPERIENCE  WORK  FOR  YOU 


BOB  VAN  DEUSEN-BROKER 
PHONE:  41 3-229-8861 


silk's  variety r 


Beer/Wine/Spirits 
and  much  morel! 


107  main  street 

Sheffield,,  ma 

+13.ZZ3.870Z 


Sheffield  Tree  Project  members  BenHillman,  Mike  King  and 
Tom  Ingersoll  stand  with  Norman  and  Barbara  Margolis  (on 
either  side  of  the  tree)  as  the  rains  aid  in  watering  the  tree 
planted  on  their  Berkshire  School  Rd.  property. 


Here  to  help  make  things  qfrow. 


s 


SALISBURY  BANK 
AND  TRUST  COMPANY 

(86o)  435-9801  or  1-800-222-9801 

SBT  Link  1-8— -SBT-1212 

salisbuiybank.com 

Visit  us  in  Sheffield  .it  73  Main  Street.  (413)  229-5000 
and  in  South  Egremont  at  51  Main  Street.  (413)  528-5100 

ATMs  at  all  offices 

Member  FD»C     ta>  Eou*  HoueHg  Lender 
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REAL  ESTATE  TRANSFERS 


July 
26 


10 


Stuart  B.  &  Shirley  Smithberg  to  Michael  Advocate  & 
Wendy  J.  Atwood  Advocate,  property  at  South  Under- 
mountain  Rd.,  boundary  line  agreement. 


August 

1  Frances  M.  Hunt, Trustee,  to  Laurence  R  &  MargaretV 
VanMeter,  property  at  Barnum  St.,  $  1 50,000. 

2  Derek  K.  Holmes  to  Michael  J.  Renzullo,  property  at 
Berkshire  Lake  Estates,  $2,000. 

2      Sophie  Hodorski  to  Michael  J.  Renzullo,  property  at 
Berkshire  Lake  Estates,  $2,000. 

5      Hulett  Hill  Rd.,  LLC,  to  Michael  Igoe,  property  at  Hulett 
Hill  Rd.,$  1 07,000. 

1 0    Kathleen  King  to  Allen  W.  &  Kathleen  S.  King,  property 
at  5 1 9  Sheffield  Plain,  under  $  1 00. 
Betsy  Woodward  (estate  of  Olive  Poucher)  to  Mark 
Pruhenski  and  Melissa  Vansant,  property  at  55  S.  Main  St., 
$163,000. 

Margaret  Lawson  to  Paul  Munko,  property  at  Berkshire 
Lake  Estates,  $  I . 

Paul  Munko  to  MaherTwal,  property  at  Berkshire  Lake 
Estates,  $  I . 

Compression  Products,  Inc.,  to  Compression  Preforming, 
Inc.,  property  at  65  Silver  St,  $227,850. 
Kenneth  Farquharson  to  Daniel  Farquharson  &  Donna  L. 
Kelly,  property  at  52  Sycamore  Terrace,  transfer. 
The  Town  of  Sheffield  to  Spark  Management,  LLC,  prop- 
erty at  East  Stahl  Rd.,  $87,000. 
William  L.  &  Judith  A.  Perry  to  Paul  R.  Banevicius,  prop- 
erty at  454  S.  Undermountain  Rd.,-  $240,000. 
Endre  &  Arlene  Rahoczy,  Michelle  J.  Bettigole  &  Anderea 
K.  Gladu  to  Dylan  &  Kathleen  Shmulsky,  property  at 
Sycamore  Terrace  &  Oak  St.,  $35,000. 
Edward  J.  Ustico  &  Michael  Shiels  to  George  &  Tonya 
Roussis,  property  at  Canaan  Clayton  Rd.,  less  than  $100. 
Merle  E  &  Karen  I.Varney  to  Thomas  L  Eisenberg,  prop 
erty  at  1 66  Berkshire  School  Rd.,  $280,000. 
Peter  J.  &  Jodi  Rothe  Schuyten  to  Noah  &  Janelle  Green 
hill,  property  at  1754  Boardman  St,  $407,500. 
Susan  Austin  to  Susan  &  Alison  K.Austin,  property  at  68 
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Root  Lane,  transfer. 

29  William  F.  &  Deborah  J.  Gulotta  to  Helen  Bizalion,  prop 
erty  at  3 1 9  Miller  Ave.,  $2 1 0,000. 

30  Brian  Allen  &  Christine  Yolands  MacDonald  to  Michael  C. 
Johnston,  property  at  Hickey  Hill  &  Rote  Hill  Rd.  (Sheffield 
&  New  Marlborough),  $2 1 0,000. 

3 1  Dana  E.  Marcus.Trustee  (Lois  Spring),  to  Gerald  L.  Izzo, 
property  at  140  Ashley  Falls  Rd.,  $393,063. 

3 1     Lloyd  H.  &  Lisa  S.  Busch  to  Evan  &  Jennifer  L  Dousmanis, 
property  at  257  Clayton  Rd.,  $  1 90,000. 

September 

2      Donald  N.  Mott  to  Donald  N.  &  Rosvitha  W  Mott  prop- 
erty at  1 70  S.  Main  St,  transfer. 
6      George  O.  Potter  Jr.  to  Berkshire  Building  Company,  LLC, 

property  at  Berkshire  Lake  Estates,  $9,000. 
9      Colin  A.  L.  &  Betty  Dunbar  to  Betty  Dunbar,  property  at 

1 0  Cedar  St.,  transfer. 
14    Kerri  Mintz  to  Kenneth  M.  Shearn, Trustee,  property  at 

Berkshire  Lake  Estates,  transfer. 
14    Louise  W  Stevens  to  Danae  Boissevain,  property  at  880 

Sheffield  Egremont  Rd.,  $450,000. 
1 6    John  Hoyt  &  Katherine  Emory  Stookey  to  Alan  &  Mi 

chelle  Rosenbaum,  property  at  38 1  Sheffield-Egremont 

Rd.,  $1,850,000. 
1 9    Betty  L  Page  to  Clarisse  J.  Schamroth,  property  at  299  S. 

Main  St.,  $265,000. 
22    Thomas  J.  &  Laurie  A  Flynn  to  Ronald  L.  Sr.  &  Mary  A. 

Brazie,  property  at  1 1  Cedar  St.,  $233,000. 

27  William  R.  &  Adelaide  Harris  to  John  M.  Sanzo  &  Brenda  J. 
Barrier,  property  at  Cooper  Hill  Rd.,  $400,000. 

28  Pamela  B.Armstrong  to  Laura  Bartholomew  Guzzi, 
Trustee,  property  at  999  S.  Undermountain  Rd.,  transfer. 

28  Adam  D.  Dolby  &  Emily  S.  Davis  to  Emily  S.  Davis,  property 
at  450  Alum  Hill  Rd.,  transfer. 

29  Eric  W  &  Deborah  A.  Boardman  to  Gregory  J.  &  Laura  A 
Batch,  property  at  93  Hillside  Lane,  $655,000. 

30  Shari  Birdoff  to  James  E.  Windus  &  Barbara  A.  Canas,  prop- 
erty at  1 76  Maple  Avenue,  $340,000. 

30    Cynthia  Meyer  &  CarlT.  Carlman  to  Martin  &  Rosa 

Brunnschweiler,  property  at  1 060  Boardman  St,  $650,000. 


'. : 
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WILLIAM  BDGCKMA1U 

W    REAL     ESTATE    1> 

Celebrating  Thirty  Years  of  Personal,  Professional  Service 

DEBORAH  A.  LEVINSON 

Sales  Associate 

413  229-3990  hm.  office     413  528-4859  office 

deborah@williambrockman.com 

www.berkshiresforsale.com 

Massachusetts      New  York      Connecticut 


__^k^  ALFORD  FARM  REALTY,  INC. 

M              Stf  248  East  Road<  Alford,  MA  01266 

Joel  Weiss 

Sales  Associate 

413-528-4201~Fax  413-528-5629 

Residence  413-229-8061~Fax  413-229-8078 

Email  pw213@worldnet.att.net 
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Calendar  Page 


November 

5  Local  Authors  Day,  1 0  am- 1 2:30  pm,  Busnhell-Sage 

Memorial  Library 

5  Forcing  bulbs  workshops*  10  am, Ward's  Nursery 

6  Cemetery  Stroll,  4-6  pm,  Hewins  Cemetery 
1 1        Veteran's  Day 

1 1  Concert  by  Chord  Sharks,  7:30  pm,  Dewey  Hall 

12  Indoor  Market,  9:30  am- 1  pm,  Dewey  Hall 

13  Wreathmaking  workshop,  I  pm, Ward's  Nursery 
13        Potluck  supper  and  hymn  sing,  5  pm,  Old  Parish 

Church 
13        Wellness  Program  begins,  6-8  pm,  Berkshire  South 
19        Indoor  Market,  9:30  am- 1  pm,  Dewey  Hall 
19       Thanksgiving  centerpiece  workshop,  10  am, 

Ward's  Nursery 
2 1        Flu  Clinic,  9  am- 1 2  pm,  Dewey  Hall 
24       Thanksgiving 

December 

3  Indoor  Market,  9:30  am- 1  pm,  Dewey  Hall 

3  Old  Stone  Store  exhibit*  Heirloom  stories  begins, 

runs  through  December  1 8. 

3  Ashley  Falls  tree  lighting,  4  pm 

4  Advent  carols  &  lessons,  10  am,  Christ  Church 
4  Holiday  Boxwood  tree  workshop,  I  pm, 

Ward's  Nursery 
4  Sheffield  tree  lighting,  6:30  pm 

7  Moscow  Boys  Choir  senior  center  trip,   1 0am  bus 
leaves  from  American  Legion  Hall. 

7         TAIZE  workshop,  7  pm,  Christ  Church 

9  Berkshire  Regional  School  District  monthly 
meeting,  7:30  pm,  Dewey  Hall 

10  Indoor  Market,  9:30  am- 1  pm,  Dewey  Hall 
18        Christmas  pageant,  10  am,  Christ  Church 

18       Candle  centerpiece  workshop,  I  pm,  Ward's  Nursery 

24  Christmas  Eve  services:  Family  services,  5pm; 
Holy  Eucharist,  10  pm,  Christ  Church 

25  Christmas  Day 

26  Kwanzaa  begins 


ONGOING  CALENDAR  ITEMS 

(Meetings  or  events  that  occur  on  a  less  than  weekly  basis  are  noted  by 
number-  i.e.  "1st,  "3rd"  indicates  meetings  the  first  and  third  times  that  day 
occurs  in  the  month.   *  indicates  appointment  needed. 

Mondays: 

Food  Assistance  Program,  Old  Parish  Church,  9-1 0:30am  (p3) 

Play  Group,  Old  Parish  Church,  9:30-11:30 

Board  of  Selectmen,  Town  Hall,  7pm,  T,  3rd,  4*1 

Board  of  Health,  Town  Hall,  7pm,  2* 

Building  Inspector,  Town  Hall,  6-7:30pm 

Foot  care  clinic,  Dewey  Hall/Senior  Ctr.,  1st 
Tuesdays: 

Children's  Story  Hour,  Library,  10am 

Building  Inspector,  Town  Hall,  6pm  -  8pm 

Ashley  Falls  Historic  District  Commission,  Town  Hall,  6:30pm,  2* 

National  Alliance  for  the  Mentally  III  Support  Group,  Fairview  Hospital 
Library,  6:30pm,  4m 

Planning  Board,  Town  Hall,  7pm,  1st,  3"1  (except  November) 

Industrial  Development  Commission,  Town  Hall,  7:30pm,  last 

Kiwanis  Club,  Limey's  Restaurant,  6:30pm 

Physical  Fitness,  Dewey  Hall/Senior  Ctr,  9am 

Council  on  Aging,  Dewey  Hall/Senior  Ctr.,  3rt 
Thursdays: 

Parent-Child  Playgroup,  Greenwoods  Community  Church,  9:30-11:30 

*Blood  Pressure  Clinic,  Dewey  Hall/Senior  Center,  9am- 12pm.  2" 

'Hearing  Testing  available,  Senior  Center,  3rd 

Conservation  Commission,  Town  Hall,  7pm,  2*,  4* 
Saturdays: 

Saturday  Market,  Dewey  Memohal  Hall,  9:30am-1pm 

Marketplace,  American  Legion  Hall,  10am-3pm 

Contra  Dancing,  Sheffield  Grange,  Rte  7,  8:30pm,  4* 
Sundays: 

Men's  Group,  Old  Parish,  7:45am,  2rx)  (p.11) 


SENIOR  CENTER  CALENDAR 


NOVEMBER 
7       Footcare  Clinic 
2 1      Flu  Clinic 


DECEMBER 

7        Field  Trip  to  Moscow 
Boys  Choir 
16         Christmas  Lunch  and 
concert,  Ml  Everett 
Regional  High  School 


PLEASE  SUPPORTTHE  SHEFFIELD  TIMES! 
/  want  to  support  the  Sheffield  Times!  Enclosed  is  my  tax-deductible  donation  of 


.,  made  payable  to 


the  Sheffield  Association,  PO  Box  1 339,  Sheffield.  MA  0 1 257 


Name: 


(as  you  would  like  it  to  appear  in  acknowledgments) 
Address: 


(where  you  would  like  the  Sheffield  Times  sent) 

C]  I'd  like  my  contribution  to  remain  anonymous  O  I'd  like  to  get  more  involved  with  the  Sheffield  Times 

CD  I  am  particularly  interested  in  or  have  experience  with 

The  Sheffield  Times  is  provided  free  of  charge  at  public  distribution  sites  throughout  Sheffield  and  Ashley  Falls  Everyone  who  makes  a 
donation  will  receive  a  copy  by  mail,  so  please  note  on  this  form  if  you  do  not  want  it  sent  to  you  and  we  won't  add  to  your  recycling  pile! 
Donations  are  tax-deductible  through  a  partnership  with  Berkshire  Taconic  Community  Foundation. 
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Can't  get  to  Town  Hall  between  9am  and  4pm  to  check 
town  notices?  Not  to  worry,  they  are  now  also  being 
posted  on  a  new  outside  bulletin  board  at  Town  Hall. 


::■■■;. :;.  :'■::;..  ■ 


Family  members  stand  with  the  tree  planted  in  memory  ofDespina 
Kasekas  by  the  Sheffield  Tree  Project  next  to  the  Village  on  the  Green 
Restaurant  and  Sheffield  Market,  both  of  which  are  run  by  the  family. 
In  back,  left  to  right:  Andrea  Lapshere,  Maria  Kasekas,  Bill  Reno,  Sav- 
vas  Kasekas,  fason  Benoit,  Ellie  Cameron,  Rania  Benoit.  Front:  Isaiah 
Kasekas  and  Ethan  Benoit.  Inset:  The  photo  ofDespina  placed  by  the 
family  in  the  memorial  tree. 


Despina  Kasekas 


Despina  Kasekas,  22,  was  killed  in  a  head-on  col- 
lision on  Route  7  in  Sheffield  on  Oct.  10.  Despi- 
na, born  in  Greece  and  living  in  Norfolk,  CT,  was 
manager  of  the  Sheffield  Market.  She  was  on  her 
way  to  work  when  a  tractor-trailer  carrying  diesel 
fuel  crossed  the  line  and  ran  into  her  sedan. 

Family  was  at  the  center  of  Despina's  life.  As 
we  reported  in  the  last  issue  of  the  Sheffield  Times, 
she  ran  the  Sheffield  Market  with  her  sisters,  Ra- 
nia and  Maria,  and  father,  Sawas,  who  also  owns 
the  Village  on  the  Green  restaurant  next  to  the 
market.  Despina  was  engaged  to  be  married  to  Ja- 
son Benoit  and  was  two  months  pregnant  at  the 
time  of  the  accident. 

The  Sheffield  Market  and  the  Village  on  the 
Green  re-opened  last  week.  Despina's  sister  Maria 
will  be  running  the  Market  with  Joy  Fitting  and 
new  faces  Hope,  Ben,  Tany  and  Jen  will  be  behind 
the  cash  restister,  as  well.  Cards  and  expressions 
of  support  from  friends,  family  and  customers  line 
the  walls  along  the  booths  at  the  restaurant. 


Sheffield 
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